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Scope Deadline 

The deadline for 
articles to be included 
in the June SCOPE is 
the 20th of May. 

Making Disciples By Proclaiming, Teaching, And Practicing the Word Of God 

May 2021 

St. Paul’s Scope 
Faithful and Welcoming Church                                            Volume 48, Issue 5 

From Our Interim Pastor ~ Rick Mortimer 

Scriptures For Worship In May 

 Date  Theme  Scriptures 

 May 2  Other Written Material  John 8:2-11 

 May 9  Assurance, With Love  1 John 1:1-9 

 May 16  The Real McCoy  2 John 

 May 23  The Big If  John 15:4-8 

     From the beginning of my time with you here at St. Paul’s, I have said that my main 
job as an Interim Pastor is to prepare you for your next Pastor. Over the years of my min-
istry I have, rather obviously I suppose, thought a lot about the roles a pastor takes on in 
any congregation. 
     When I first started in ministry, it seemed like the role that was highlighted most was 
the function of being the Pastor/Teacher. In many ordination services, in the charge given 
to the Pastor at installation, and in reference to who you were to be in that community, 
Pastor/Teacher was emphasized. Almost always, or so it seemed, this was phrased as a 
couplet: Pastor/Teacher. More recently, and in other corners of the Church universal, an-
other couplet has gained favor; that of Servant/Leader. A bit of a different perspective for 
how this person is to operate among the people. This, too, has almost always been a cou-
plet: Servant/Leader. 
     I have never been able to definitively determine why these roles appeared in couplets 
like this. Perhaps in some manner of description these were seen as tasks that were in op-
position to each other, to be held in tension or balanced out somehow. Yet ultimately they 
are roles the Pastor is to fill. 
 Pastor: a shepherd, guiding, caring for the flock, managing their progress and  
             growth, tending to their wounds and hurts, facilitating their healing. 
 Teacher: imparting knowledge, equipping the people with skills, training them in  
             the way to live and relate to others as a follower of Jesus. 
    Servant: self-giving to meet the needs of the congregation, always on-call, pitch-
 ing in to help with anything, and everything, available for weddings, funerals,  
             visitations, baptisms, painting the parsonage, or vacuuming the sanctuary carpet. 
    Leader: looking to the future, strategizing, providing vision, setting goals, being  
             astute to know the dangers and best paths that lie ahead. 
     If these are indeed roles the Pastor is to fill… and I think they are… the question for 
each one of you in this congregation is this: Will you let him (or her) do them? Will you 
submit to their functioning in each capacity? Or might you expect one role but not any 
others? 
     If you think on these things, you will be doing well as you receive your next Pastor. 
       Pastor Rick 
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The Freeburg Food & Clothing 
Pantry’s “Meal a Month”, a 
“Needs Menu” (donations) will 
be collected on the second Sun-
day of each month “Monthly 
Collection Sunday.”   
 

Needs for the month of May are potato mixes, rice/
noodle mixes, applesauce, canned fruit, shampoo, 
toothpaste, and dish detergent. 
 
Food Collection Sunday is May 9.  The Pantry ap-
preciates your donations and support!!! 

Attendance for the month of April 
Date 8:00am 10:15am Sunday School Online Viewers 

April 4 79 78 20C, 9A  152 

April 11 51 45 17C, 5A 190 

April 18 48 47 16C, 5A 204 

April 25 64 48 9C, 3A n/a 

The Pastor Search Committee continues to meet 
regularly and converse frequently through email.  
Of the 28 Ministerial Profiles received to date, 
we have had electronic and phone conversations 
with two possible candidates.  At this writing, 
we have a tentative plan to meet with one of 
those candidates in person.   
 
Please pray that the committee uses Christian 
discernment and allows God to direct their ac-
tions leading to a full-time settled pastor for St. 
Paul’s. 
 
   Respectfully submitted, 
   Karen Neff  

     

The main function  of the heart is to keep 
blood which is full of oxygen circulating 
throughout your body.  It is crucial to 
your survival. 
     It is the size of a fist. Weighs less than 
a pound and pumps 2000 gallons of 

blood daily. 
     The Bible uses the word heart primarily to refer 
to the ruling center of the whole person. 
     The heart is the Center not only of spiritual activi-
ty but of all the operations of human life. 
     It is compassionate and understanding, life-giving 
and complex. 
     Care for your heart includes diet, exercise, doctor 
appointments and laughter. 
     Laughing reduces stress and boosts your immune 
system. 

So smile, be happy, and laugh. 
   From my happy heart to yours 
   Mary Wandling, RN 

Message from Nurse Mary 

  

 

The following is a list of St. Paul’s youth who are 
interested in babysitting.  Please keep them in mind 
when you need someone. 
 
      Name            Age    Phone 
 Lindsey Mank  24 233-0678 
 Maggie Matchett 18 719-9299 
 Carmen Stein  17 803-0704 
 
If anyone would like to be added to this list, please 
call the church office (618)539-3262 or send Donna 
Wiskamp an email:  donna@stpaulsfreeburg.org. 
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 Council held its monthly 
meeting for April with all 
but one member in attend-
ance.  We met in the minis-
try center despite the cold, 
snowy,  unusual weather 
conditions.  
     We reviewed the finan-

cial report and it was noted that our expenses have 
outweighed our contributions to the amount of a 
little under $5,000.00. We are hopeful that as the 
Covid restrictions become lighter, our parishioners 
will begin attending on a more regular basis and 
overall giving would be trending upward.  
     Pastor Rick had very good news that since our 
last council meeting there had been no funerals at 
St. Paul’s.  
     Pastor Search Committee continues to get clos-
er to achieving its mission in selecting a worthy 
candidate to fill the position of full time minister at 
St. Paul’s.  
     Council was informed that there will be Vaca-
tion Bible School this year and it will be conduct-
ed on the first three Friday mornings in June.  
     Virginia and Brittany gave the Council a very 
intriguing overview of the Christian Coalition con-
ference that they, along with our retired pastor Earl 
Crecelius had attended in Indianapolis over a 3 day 
period. I have to say it was evident that they had 
caught on fire with true enthusiasm to worship and 
serve our Lord and Savior and I think it would be 
absolutely wonderful if we could all catch that 
spirit. I feel as though God will be moving St. 
Paul’s and its members to a greater FAITH and 
WITNESSING in the very near future and to tell 
you the TRUTH, I am very excited to be a part of 
this.  
     Also at this time, I would like to thank Mary 
Wandling and Donna Asbridge who have done so 
much over the years in performing the tasks of 
Parish nurses and health care coordinators. Their 
dedication and talents will be sorely missed.  
     God’s blessings to you and all of St. Paul's  
family. 
   Yours in Christ,  
   Scott Weber  

 

Hospitalized  
This Past Month 

 
Sandi Haege 
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St. Paul’s Church family, 
     Our family sends a heartfelt thank you to Pastor Rick 
for his personal use of God’s Word and comfort, and to 
Vicki and Andy Channer for their music that made the 
service beautiful. They all helped to make his service per-
sonalized for Corky. 
     We are thankful to everyone for your prayers, healing 
words, loving sympathy and support, thoughtful cards, 
and memorials. 
   In Christian Love, 
   Vicki Helms and Family 
             _______________________________ 
 
Thank you.  Two little words that mean so much more 
than they state.  Gregg and I would like to  express our 
appreciation for all of the cards, meals, phone calls 
and  kindness shown during my recovery.  Most of all, 
we would like to thank you for your prayers.  We know 
that God heard the petitions and mercifully allowed the 
mass to not be cancerous.  We are so blessed to be a part 
of this family of God, and we thank Him for each one of 
you! 
   Sandi Haege 

To All at St. Paul’s — I enjoy getting the Scope! 
     Happy to hear from my friends at St. Paul’s. I sure 
miss you all.  The only ones here are the BIRDS, no rab-
bits.  We are still confined.  We can play cards and bin-
go, staying 6 ft apart.  Also eating 6 ft. apart. People are 
getting very anxious. So am I. Thank God I have a very 
nice helper. She lost her husband 3 years ago and has no 
relatives here.  
     Tell all the girls at Guild “Hello” and I miss them. 
The church I go to is very nice and the minister invited 
me to ride a bike for two in a race — I don’t think 90 
year old people ride bikes.  He’s very nice and his ser-
mons are good. They have a lot of people attending 
church. They don’t have communion very often. They 
never say the Lord’s Prayer at the end of service — I 
might forget it. Good thing the church is not far from 
here. 
     Roger (my son) got a new dog and he’s a fire-
cracker, has lots of pep, but is very lovable and kind. 
     Tell everyone “Hello.” I send my LOVE to ALL. 
   Mae Veile 
   1208 Military Trail 
   Apt. 2030 
   Deerfield Beach, FL  33442 
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If you are scheduled to 
serve, please remember 
that we are counting on 
you!  If you cannot attend, 
switch with another 
volunteer and let the office 
know.  Thank you! 

                       

                                            
                                                
                                          
  
 
                                            

Sunday Volunteer Schedule 

Time/Date Council Ushers Lector Acolytes 

8:00          May 2           Gregg Haege  Tami Hughes Nora Smith 

 Lynn Gipson   

May 9    Brian Rippelmeyer Jeanie Stumpf Alex Savage 

 Scott Weber   

May 16   Brian Rippelmeyer Mary Wandling Lauren Beisiegel 

 Scott Weber   

          May 23 Stan Niemann Tami Hughes Aiden Kuhn 

 Tami Hughes   

May 30  Stan Niemann Donna Smoker  

 Tami Hughes   

 June 6   Gregg Haege Scott Weber  

 Lynn Gipson   

10:15        May 2 Chad Lindauer Amy Walton Joey Pruett 

 Amy Walton   

May 9 Chad Lindauer Vicki Channer Maya Sanders 

 Amy Walton   

May 16 Kim Borja Terry Groth Aiden Kuhn 

 Julie Rickert   

May 23 Kim Borja Donna Asbridge Ethan Foster 

 Julie Rickert   

May 30 Dale Fiedler Dale Fiedler  

 Pam Kramer   

June 6  Dale Fiedler Vicki Channer  

 Pam Kramer   



ENTITLEMENT VS Enlightenment 
 
Spending four full days swamped in the Gospel can definitely leave me feel-
ing as though I mentally might drown.  Recently I had the opportunity to at-
tend the Gospel Coalition: ‘Jesus is Greater’ Conference.  It seemed at eve-
ry turn there was a workshop, a keynote, a presentation, a panel… some 
wave of biblical knowledge ready to swallow me up like a great fish!   
 

Like Jonah… I’ve been doing a lot of thinking about what it means to be enti-
tled.  As a parent I often criticize my children (internally) for being so entitled, and catch myself spouting that 
‘if they only knew the things I experienced as a child they’d wise up…’ OR not.  Mainly because I heard a 
very similar speech as a child and most definitely did not wise up… at least not immediately.  To be entitled 
is ‘believing oneself to be inherently deserving of privileges or special treatment.’  Our current culture crash-
es into us with this belief.  Every social media screen washes over us that we all should receive special treat-
ment, gain powerful privileges, and are very much deserving of it all.   

 

When in truth:  We.  Deserve.  Nothing. 

 

At this conference I listened to some truly gifted speakers preach on the truth of the Gospel, and it hit hard 
enough to drive me to tears.  My actions as a Christian can sometimes appear, entitled, for someone on a 
nearby shore watching me.  However, when it comes to the Gospel I’ve never felt ‘entitled’ but rather unqual-
ified.  I’ve never believed myself deserving of the privilege of a seat at the table with our Lord and savior  
Jesus Christ.  I still find myself in wonder at my unworthiness, and how God can look down upon me and my 
sinful nature and still see what he considers to be his temple, created in 
his image, a chosen race...Beloved. 

 

This is why we worship.  Really worship.  Not fill a pew, tune in on a 
screen, but gather as the church.  Not because we are entitled, but be-
cause we are enlightened through the Gospel.  We, members of St. 
Paul's, gather together in the wonder and awe that God chose us.  We 
sing in thanksgiving, we confess with penitent hearts, we cry out our 
prayers in powerful silence.  We didn’t choose him.  He chose us & 
therefore we gain everything.  He knew us before we were born and 
set us apart.  We aren’t meant to fall into the entitled culture that sur-
rounds us, but instead: “do not be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind, that you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2) 
So before you look to those that seem entitled, read your Bible and be-
come ENLIGHTENED by the glory of the Gospel.  Find yourself freed 
from ignorance and misinformation by seeking the truth, the way, and 
the life through biblical pages blessed for your reading.  Books that 
were written over 2,000 years ago in history, just for you.   

 

Remember this, in our weakness we are worthy, in our struggle we find 
strength, all from our savior Jesus Christ.  
      Love & Light, 
      Virginia “VA” Lugge 
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On April 11-14 Brittany Kaiser, Earl Crecelius and myself traveled to Indianapolis, Indiana 
to dive into the “Jesus is Greater'' conference put on by the Gospel Coalition.  During these 
four days we drown ourselves in keynotes, workshops, plenary sessions, and an amazing 
bookstore.  We gained access to several valuable resources that BK & I will be sharing with 
the church leaders along with our youth.  We would love to tell you more about it at an after 
church session on Sunday May 23rd, so look for more details to come and join us for an in-
formative and humorous presentation! 
                    -Love & Light, Virginia Lugge aka ‘VA’ 
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 The 

   Library 

      Nook 

FEATURED BOOKS FOR MAY 
 
 

Christian Fiction:  Covenant Child, a Story of 
Promises Kept by Terry Blackstock  

 This is the story of twin girls who 
lose their mother long before they 
have a chance to get to know her. 
Their father raises them on his own 
until they are three when he meets 
Amanda, who he promptly falls in 
love with and marries very quickly. 
They have the seemingly perfect life 

together until tragedy strikes again and throws the 
girls into the arms of uncaring, money-hungry rel-
atives that care about nothing other than their mon-
ey, having no memory of the family they left be-
hind. 
 
Fiction:  Mrs. Dewinter by Susan Hill  
In this sequel to Rebecca by Daphne 
DuMaurier, Susan Hill imagines the 
time after Rebecca. Maxim & wife 
have been traveling, there's been a 
world war, & the de Winters have 
returned to England. This is the story 
of what happens next for them. 
     Ms. Hill writes very well & defi-
nitely captures the general flavor of DuMaurier's 
writing, but she's not Daphne DuMaurier - not that 
she is expected her to be. The language & the story 
here are sufficiently nuanced & the plot makes 
basic sense within the larger context of the original 
novel, 
 
Children/Young Adult:  The Magpie's Story: Je-
sus and Zacchaeus by Nick Butterworth   

The Bible story of Zaccheus rewritten 
to appeal to children. Beautifully 
written and illustrated by the popular 
and talented Nick Butterworth and 
Mick Inkpen. 
 

Non-Fiction:  Sea Biscuit, an American Legend by 
Laura Hillebrand  
Hillenbrand wrote a first-rate non-
fiction book that reads like a novel. 
She packs a ton of historical detail 
about jockey culture, early horse-
racing, biographies of key players, 
individual races, race politics and 
much more in this 400-page book. A 
lesser writer would have lost herself in the details, 
but Hillenbrand had a clear vision of her book and 
always brought us back to that central and beloved 
character: Seabiscuit. If you liked the movie, you'll 
love the book. 
 
Prayer/Devotional:  Better Together: What on 
Earth Are We Here For? by Rick Warren  

This study will help you take the next 
step to spiritual maturity and a mean-
ingful life on earth. It will deepen your 
understanding of how God uses other 
people—specifically others in your 
church family—for your good and 
your growth. It will also show you how 

God can use you to bless others. 
 
Religion/Spirituality:  Until We Meet again, Sto-
ries of Everlasting Love by Guideposts   
These stories, like the love they por-
tray, are unforgettable. In our search 
for comfort, God surprises us with mo-
ments of grace and reassurance. The 
moments you experience are real. As 
real as heaven. 

Freeburg Community Calendar 

 
May 15 - Freeburg Police & Public Safety Golf Tourn. 
May 16 - Freeburg High School Graduation 
May 17 - Freeburg Grade School Graduation 
May 18 - St. Joseph Graduation 
May 18 - Blood Drive 3-7pm @ Freeburg Township 
May 22 - Freeburg Community Spring Yard Sale 
May 24 - Freeburg Library Summer Reading sign-up 
May 26 - Swimming Pool Opens 
June 3 - Rules of the Road 1:30-3:30pm @ Township 
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CLEANING SUPPLIES/PPE COLLECTION 
Uni-Pres Kindercottage Preschool 

St. Paul’s Two-Year Mission 
2021 & 2022 

 

Brenda Crisp, Director of the Kindercottage Preschool in East St. Louis, has asked us to collect the following 

items for them.  These items are needed throughout the year, so this will be an ongoing collection through 

2021 -2022.  Your donations can be placed in the basket inside the upholstered bench inside the south entrance 

of the church which is labeled KINDERCOTTAGE.   

 

FACE MASKS ADULTS & CHILDREN (homemade or bought) 

CLEANING SUPPLIES SUCH AS BLEACH, TOILET BOWL CLEANER,  

DISINFECTANT WIPES, HAND SOAP, HAND SANITIZER, DEGREASER, … 

LATEX OR VINYL GLOVES FOR ADULTS 

 

Thank you for supporting the St. Paul’s Mission Committee’s Two-Year Mission cycles which support 

Hoyleton, DuBois Center, and Uni-Pres Kindercottage Preschool!    

KINDERCOTTAGE WORK-DAY May 15 
      VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 
     Brenda Crisp, Director of the Uni-Pres Kindercottage Preschool in East St. 

Louis, has asked St. Paul’s members to join her and other UCC churches on 

Saturday, May 15th, for a day of Spring cleaning of the building and grounds beginning at 9:00 a.m.  She 

said, “We need everything cleaned and sanitized in the building and some sprucing up outside. Please bring 

rags, cleaning supplies, your gloves (heavy duty), shovels, rakes, lawn bags, and some excitement. Bring 

drinks and a little lunch in case you become hungry. 

 
 

KINDERCOTTAGE FUNDRAISER 
PULLED PORK BY THE POUND 

May 23 

 
 
     The Mission Committee’s Sub-Committee for Uni-Pres Kindercottage Preschool in East St. Louis will be hosting a 
PULLED PORK BY THE POUND sale on Sunday, May 23.   
     The price per pound will be announced soon.  If you would like to order #5 pounds or more, pre-orders will be nec-
essary by filling out an order slip which will be available in the Narthex beginning on Sunday, May 9, or by calling/
texting Debbie Ross at 618-830-0524. 
     You will need to add your favorite BBQ sauce to the pulled pork.  Bottles of BBQ sauce will be available for an ad-
ditional price. 
     Pulled pork can be frozen, so plan ahead for summer activities with pulled pork meals!  
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May 1 - Kentucky Derby Day      

May 4 - National Teacher’s Day     

May 6 - National Day of Prayer     

May 9 - Mother’s Day       

May 14 - Dance Like a Chicken Day     
May 15 - Armed Forces Day      

May 18 - Visit Your Relatives Day     

May 20 - Be a Millionaire Day               

May 25 - National Missing Children’s Day             

May 25 - National Wine Day               

May 29 - Learn About Composting Day 
May 31 - Memorial Day 
 

May 2-8 - Nurse’s Week 
May 9-15 - National Police Week 
May 16-22 - National Emergency Medical Services Week 
 
Foster Care Month 
Lupus Awareness Month 
National Barbecue Month 
National Blood Pressure Month 
National Hamburger Month 
National Salad Month 
Older Americans Month 
Mental Health Awareness Month 
National Pet Month 
National Teen Self-Esteem Month 

May is National Teen Self-Esteem Month 

There’s no better time to inspire confidence in high school and middle school students than National Teen Self-Esteem 
Month. In May, we make an extra effort to counter self-worth and self-image problems teens may face. Sponsored by I 
Am Worth More, a nonprofit that connects teens to resources and helps them increase their positive entertainment in-
take, National Teen Self-Esteem Month unites teens, parents, and teachers all around the country. We come together to 
focus on the importance of supporting teens—helping them voice their needs, share their perspectives, and build a 
healthy outlook of themselves.  
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The Benevolence for May is Family Care Ministries.   
    
 Family Care Ministries provides low and no cost Christian-based counseling both locally in Freeburg, as well as 
through offices of Hoyleton Youth and Family Services. 
      The Family Care group works closely with Hoyleton Youth and Family to offer counseling services. Professionals 
on the Hoyleton staff are available who specialize in child and adolescent psychology, substance abuse, marriage 
counseling, and a number of other areas. 
     Through Hoyleton, the Family Care group is able to offer the “Kids Rebound” program in area school districts, 
including New Athens. “Kids Rebound” helps  
young people who are coping with the divorce, separation, or even death of their parents 

     The Family Care ministry also sponsors a number of different workshops and seminars. Some have dealt with the 
issues adolescents and their parents face. Others looked at the challenges of parenting toddlers. 
 

 

Second Mile Benevolence Offering 

The Benevolence offerings that you mark on your envelopes each month are Second Mile offerings for special mission 

projects.  

Our March offering for Eden Theological Seminary  was was $305.00. Thank You!!!  

 

Last Sunday, April 25th Mary Wandling & Donna 
Asbridge were honored and congratulated for all 
their years here as Parish Nurses. Pat Groth 
spoke of the many duties and ways they were 
such a big part of our parish, while Jeanie 
Stumpf and Jeanne Hartmann presented them 
with a card and flowers.   
 
Mary, during her retirement, plans to do a little 
traveling to see her family.  She also likes to 
read, garden, yoga and anything outdoors.   
 
Donna has returned back to work full-time.  We 
are fortunate to still be able to see them on Sun-
days due to both women being active in our 
church. 
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The Church Calendar—May 2021 

Normal Sunday Schedule 
8:00 am & 10:15 am Worship 

9:05 am Sunday School 
9:05 am 7th Grade Confirmation 

First Sunday of the Month—Communion at Both Services 

May 2 - Sunday Communion 

May 3 - Monday E&O Meeting 6:15pm          May 23 - Sunday        CONFIRMATION 10:15am 

 B&G Meeting 7:00pm          May 24 - Monday       Pastor Search Committee Mtg 7pm 

May 4 - Tuesday Food Pantry 2:00pm - 4:00 pm         May 25 - Tuesday       Stephen Ministries 6:30pm 

May 6 - Thursday Painting 9:00am                       May 28 - Friday      Teeny Tot Graduation 8am                              

May 9 - Sunday Mother’s Day                       May 31 - Monday       Memorial Day  - Office Closed               

 Food Collection Sunday                                                     

 Graduation Recognition Sunday 10:15am 

May 10 - Monday Pastor Search Committee Mtg 7:00pm 

May 11 - Tuesday Food Pantry 2:00pm-4:00pm 

 Stephen Ministries 6:30pm 

 Food & Clothing Bank Board Mtg 7:00pm 

May 18 - Tuesday Council Meeting 7:00pm 

May 20 - Thursday SCOPE DEADLINE 

 Painting 9:00am 

 Food Pantry 5:00pm-7:00pm  

C.S. Lewis Bible Study:  Monday 7:15 pm 
Bible Study:   Sunday at 7:00 pm, Tuesday at 9:30 am, Tuesday at 7:00 pm 

Quilting:  Tuesday & Wednesday 8:30 am, Thursday 6:00 pm (Ministry Building) 
Boy Scouts:  Tuesday 7:00 pm (Basement) 

7th Grade Confirmation:  Sunday at 9:05 am (St. Paul’s Center) 
8th Grade Confirmation:  Wednesday at 5:00 pm (Ministry Building) 

Faith Journey:  Wednesday 6:00 pm (Church) 
Choir:  Wednesday 7:00 pm  

The Outlet:   Wednesday 6:30-8:00 pm (Youth Room) 
Reconfirmation/Adult Bible Class: Thursday 7:00 pm (Ministry Building)  

May 23, 2021 



St. Paul’s SCOPE ~ May 2021 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

7 North Belleville Street 

Freeburg, Illinois 62243 

 

(Mailing address:  210 W. White St.) 

 

 

Rev. Rick Mortimer, Interim Pastor 

Office Phone: 618-539-3262 

Church Phone; 618-539-3962 

Email address: churchoffice@stpaulsfreeburg.org 

Web address: www.stpaulsfreeburg.org 

Faithful and Welcoming 
Church 

ST. PAUL’S SCOPE  published by 
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
210 West White Street 
Freeburg, IL  62243 

Worship Services: 
Sunday 8:00 & 10:15 AM 
Sunday School   9:05 AM 


