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From Our Pastor  

Praise the Lord. 
Sing to the Lord a new song, His praise in 
the assembly of the saints. 
Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; let the 
people of Zion be glad in their King. 
Let them praise His name with dancing, 
and make music to Him with tambourine 
and harp. 
For the Lord takes delight in His people; 
He crowns the humble with salvation. 
Let the saints rejoice in this honor and sing 
for joy on their beds.  
(Psalm 149:1-5) 
 
 How many of us are glad to see 
2020 go! It has been filled with tragedies, 
catastrophes, earthquakes and fires. The 
news has been dominated by racial unrest, 
police misconduct, a contentious election, 
and a disease spreading around the globe 
that has been as notable for its’ political 
impact as much as its’ medical one. 2020 
has seen heartbreak, loss of loved ones, 
fractured communities, isolation, 
quarantine, and extended hospital stays. 
Have we ever seen such a tumultuous 
year? 
 Well… the Spanish flu pandemic 
of a hundred years ago was pretty bad. The 
Great Depression following the stock 
market crash of 1929 brought an awful lot 
of hardship and suffering. The war years 
1940-45 saw incredible sacrifice and daily 
death tolls. The “perfect storm” of 
Vietnam protests, race riots, assassinations, 
and a violent Democratic National 
Convention in 1968 made folks wonder if 
the nation would survive. Actually, “There 
is nothing new under the sun” a wise 
Solomon once lamented. As long as we are 

on this fallen planet there will continue 
to be times of great pain and difficulty. 
At least we closed the year with Covid-
19 vaccinations being approved and 
starting to be administered! 
 Even in the midst of the 
darkness, we are invited to sing to the 
Lord a new song, and praise Him with 
dancing. Surely there will be struggles in 
2021. But the Good News of the Gospel 
is that the Lord has overcome the 
darkness. Jesus is the Light of the world. 
He takes delight in us! He crowns 
humbled hearts of faith with salvation! 
And even if it is from a hospital bed, 
your sick bed at home, a flower bed, an 
oyster bed, or your death bed, those who 
trust Jesus can sing for joy!  Heaven is 
going to be joy eternal. And if we live in 
the shadow of that truth, our here and 
now can reflect that very joy! 
 2021 is going to be a great year 
for St.Paul’s. We will have every 
opportunity to spread the love of Jesus to 
youth, families, senior citizens, the 
homeless, the hungry, and the hopeless. 
Serve with a towel, pray with a heart of 
compassion, worship with abandon! And 
we might even call a new full-time 
settled pastor (Until then, the Interim guy 
might not be half bad either!) 
 The thing that turned the world 
upside down in those days after Jesus’ 
resurrection was the love and joy 
radiating from the transformed lives of 
His disciples. Let this love and joy flow 
through us as we sing to Him a new song 
for the new year! 
 
                                              Pastor Rick 



 

The Benevolence offerings that you mark on your 

envelopes each month are Second Mile offerings for 

special mission projects.   

Our November offering for Hitz Home for the Aged was 

$260.00.   Thank You!!!  

Second Mile Benevolence Offering 
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Emmaus Homes was founded in 1893 by the German 
Evangelical Church, now part of the United Church of 
Christ, to provide care for people with developmental 
disabilities resulting form mental retardation and 
epilepsy. 
 
     Following its successful beginning in 1893 at 
Marthasville, Missouri, the second location at St. Charles, 
Missouri, opened in 1901. 
 
   Today, Emmaus Homes, Inc., which continues its 
affiliation with the United Church of Christ through the 
Council for Health and Human Service Ministries, serves 
over 350 adults throughout eastern Missouri.   

January 
The Emmaus Homes 

Marthasville, MO 

 

 

SECOND 
MILE MISSION 

 

Training in home management, self care, and other skills 
are also provided through Emmaus Homes to enable 
people with developmental disabilities to live more 
independently. 
 
   Emmaus Homes is a non-profit organization funded 
through various public and private sources.  Donations 
from individuals, churches and charitable organizations 
comprise a large part of the Emmaus Homes’ operating 
budget.  These contributions enable Emmaus Homes to 
perform its mission of providing a home and an array of 
habilitative services to people with developmental 
disabilities, thereby allowing them to reach their 
maximum potential in all areas of life – physical, mental, 
emotional and spiritual. 

Date Theme Scriptures 

January 3  Covid Rules  (new)   

January 10  How to Listen to  a Sermon  Luke 8:16-21 

January 17  What’s in a Word  Eph. 4:29 

January 24  No Jesus, No Peace   Isa. 32:14-18. John 14:27 

January 31  Excuses, Excuses  Luke 14:15-24 

           January Scriptures 

 

The C. S. Lewis reading group will 
begin  a new title, Letters to Malcolm, 
beginning Monday evening, January 
18th.  Through a collection of letters 
written to his fictional friend, 
“Malcolm”, Lewis discusses matters of 
importance to Christians, focusing pri-
marily on prayer.  This format allowed 
Lewis to share his thoughts and ques-
tions in a very personal way, as if he 
truly was corresponding with a friend. 

 
 
 
This group meets via Zoom.  If interested in joining us, 
please contact Dale Fiedler, (618-830-6765 or Nanette 
Wiesen, (618) 277-3241 for more information. 

       C.S. Lewis 
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Dear St. Paul’s, 
 
Thank you so much for your most recent gift toward 
our ministry with Athletes in Action.  We continue 
to be humbled by your generous partnership in 
reaching athletes and coaches with the gospel.  The 
Lord is using your offerings of love and faith to 
bring many people into His kingdom, transform 
lives, and bear fruit for generations to come   
 
It is an honor to serve God with you. 
 
With gratitude, 
 
Aaron and Katie Neff 
 
 
 
 

We so enjoyed beginning our life together in 
Freeburg and now after leaving there 31 years ago 
it’s wonderful to keep up with friends we made 
there. 
 
Fondly, 
 
Anne Zulauf 

 
 
 

 
          
Peace, blessings and gratitude to our amazing church 
family for your love, prayers, cards and support 
during our mom and dad’s journey to their heavenly 
home.  We could truly feel the power of each and 
every prayer.  We are blessed, far beyond what we 
deserve, for such an amazing family of friends.  
There are no words … 
 
Bruce Weber and Vicki Channer 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
We at the New Athens Home wish to thank you for 
your generous donation.  Your thoughtfulness is 
greatly appreciated.  Your help enables us to 
continue to give the good care that our residents 
deserve. 
 
We are grateful for any and all help received in the 
past and pray for your continued thoughts and 
prayers in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeff Edmiaston 
Administrator 
 
 
 
 
 

Tis the season, to be Jolly! 
 
Okay, I can’t sing but I’m sure the choir is excellent with 
the song a little earlier, I had the honor of being visited by 
2 wonderful women who also delivered gifts for myself 
and our children.  Thank you . 
 
Today we are blessed by your generous hearts again.  
Now I just sit down, breathe deeply, open your envelope 
and say “Thank You”.  No more screams.  My staff told 
me I had to stop.  I was too old to act like that.  Thank 
you. 
 
From everyone here, God bless you and enjoy a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
Brenda Crisp 
Uni Pres Kindercottage 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all who helped with the gift cards and 
money for the Freeburg Terrace.  People were so 
generous and it really helped with Christmas for the 
residents. 
 
Pat and Jeanne 



Volume 47, Issue 1 Page 4 

The following is a list of St. Paul’s youth who are 
interested in baby sitting.  Please keep them in mind when 
you need someone. 
 

             Name          Age                      Phone    
 Sabryn Boike          20           719-5349 
 Brittany Kaiser          27           803-8013 
 Lindsey Mank          22           233-0678 
 Maggie Matchett          17           719-9299 
 Carmen Stein          15           401-6600 
       
 

2021 Offering Envelopes 
 
2021 offering envelopes are now 
available in the entryway of the 
church.   

 

 
 
 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

The Congregational meeting agenda will include the 
election of officers and approval of the budget.   
 
The budget will be available in the narthex and church 
office as of January 17.   
 
Please plan to attend. 

 
    Food Pantry 

The  Freeburg Food & 
Clothing Pantry’s “Meal a 
Month”, a “Needs 
Menu”   (donations)   will be 
collected on the second Sunday 
of each month “Monthly Food 
Collection Sunday”.   
 

Needs for the month of January consist of:  toilet 
paper, Kleenex, shampoo deodorant, tooth paste and 
dish detergent. 
 
Food Collection Sunday is January 10.       
          
The pantry appreciates your donations and support!  
 

 

                    Food and Clothing Bank 
 
The holiday pantries were an exciting time for all but cer-
tainly different from other years, especially since we con-
tinue to do a “drive through” pantry where recipients stay 
in their cars. We were able to offer our “rehabbed bikes” 
thanks to Tony and Dennis and over 30 bikes found new 
homes. The Optimist Club also offered the traditional 
“Toys for Tots” program for our families. All the families 
were very appreciative.  We served 52 families in Novem-
ber and 49 in December. We had decided to give a Coun-
try Mart gift card in both months so that each family could 
purchase a turkey or ham or whatever they wanted for 
their holiday meals. This was a blessing in disguise as 
more than half of our families are elderly (1-2 in the 
household) and it would have been difficult to use a big 
turkey or ham unless they could share it with family but 
most were not getting together with family for the holi-
days because of COVID. 
 
The Gift Cards for Christmas program was very success-
ful with about $1700 in gift cards collected. Each pantry 
family received anywhere from $20 to $50 in gift cards, 
depending on the size of the family.  We have been very 
blessed in 2020 with donations. Many food donations 
have come in. We have never been in danger of running 
out of food but our shelves are not as well stocked as in 
previous years. However, we have received more mone-
tary donations than usual so we will be purchasing more 
food in coming months. It is just one of the many things 
that have changed during pandemic times. 
 
We wish to thank St. Paul’s members for their very gener-
ous support of the Food and Clothing Bank. God bless all. 
 
Food and Clothing Bank 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Church+Food+Pantry&view=detailv2&&id=7A97785B30151D098A9EB5AC7C7F96B15D771761&selectedIndex=0&ccid=kujajpGf&simid=608004827244135255&thid=OIP.M92e8da8e919f5a732ef6a5d40d3f9ce6H0
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If you are scheduled to serve, please remember that we 
are counting on you!  If you cannot attend, switch with 
another volunteer and let the office know.  Thank you! 

Time/Date Council Lector 

8:00   January 3 Gregg Haege Jeanie Stumpf 

  Sandy Dickens  

January 10 Brian Rippelmeyer Scott Weber 

  Scott Weber  

January 17 Brian Rippelmeyer Mary Wandling 

  Scott Weber  

January 24 Stan Niemann Jeanie Stumpf 

  Tami Hughes  

January 31 Stan Niemann Tami Hughes 

  Tami Hughes  

February  7 Brian Rippelmeyer Donna Smoker 

 Gregg Haege  

10:15      January 3 Buck Horine Donna Asbridge 

 Amy Walton  

January 10 Buck Horine Vicki Channer 

  Amy Walton  

January 17 Mark Vernier Terry Groth 

  Julie Rickert  

January 24 Mark Vernier Vicki Channer 

 Julie Rickert  

January 31 Lynn Gipson Amy Walton 

 Pam Kramer  

February  7 Lynn Gipson Donna Asbridge 

 Pam Kramer  

Acolytes 

Date 8:00 10:15 

January 3  Cameron Harms  Aiden Kuhn 

January 10  Alex Savage  Joey Pruett 

January 17  Nora Smith  Ethan Foster 

January 24  Lauren Beisiegel  Maya Sanders 

January 31  Olivia Joseph  Maya Sanders 

February 7  Alex Savage  Aiden Kuhn 

Sunday Volunteer Schedule 
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01/01 Darci Clossen 
01/01 Cynthia Knake 
01/02 Jim Kettler 
01/03 Chelsi Hummert 
01/04 Barbara Barber 
01/05 Gene Kramer 
 Pat Smoker 
01/06 Jordan Kern 
 Joey Kern 
 Tanya Smith 
01/08 JoEllen Boike 
 Kathy Stein 
01/09 Ann Castens 
 Blake Lindauer 
01/10 Samantha Matchett 
01/11 Denis Capone 
01/13 Kris Mack 
01/14 Pat Price 

1/15 Roger Maurer 
1/16 Aiden Kuhn 
 Ramona Stein 
01/17 Tori Ellis 
 Helen Obernagel 
01/18 Tara Brueggemann 
01/19 Richard Kehrer Jr. 
             Lillian Smith 
01/20 Dale Fiedler 
 Mitchell Hummert 
01/21 Walter Endsley 
  Pete Vogel 
 Alex Walker 
01/22 Luke Walton 
01/23 Nolan Shook  
01/24 Camden Junge 
 David Kaiser 
01/26 Justin Reinneck 
 Roger Veile 
  

                      Birthdays for the month of  

DATE 8:00 AM 10:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL 

December  6   140A, 0C 28A, 3C 11C, 8A 

December  13      46A, 0C 30A, 0C   

December 20  41A, 1C 31A, 2C  

December 24   49A, 0C                       51A, 3C                 

December 27    36A, 0C                   38A, 2C  

01/27 Holly Salvatore 
01/28 Kevin Mank 
 Linda Sanders 
01/29 Charles Parrish 
 Mackinzie Nail 
01/30 Emma Oldehoeft 

 
Building & Grounds 

 
Building and Grounds Group would like to  
suggest for you to look at the Annual Re-
port to see all they have accomplished 
throughout 2020. 
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Hospitalized  
This Past Month 

 
Rita Crowder 
Julie Heberer 
Walt Endsley 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
                                                                    
 
 
              

 

       Deaths 

                   Richard W. Klotz 
  January 21, 1954 - November 26, 2020 
                                  
            Husband of Michele Klotz 
                 Son of Bernice Klotz 
 
                 _________________ 
 
                       Dora I. Harsy 
    March 8, 1931 - November 26, 2020 
 
              Mother of Vicki Talbot, 
           Patti Kelley, Cindi  Harsy,  
               Christi Kramper and  
              Lauri Harsy-Steinberg   
 
              ____________________ 
 
              Kathryn E. Schumacher 
     March 7, 1935 - November 27, 2020 
 
              Mother of Leroy Knake,  
            Jim Knake, Debra Grover 
 
            ______________________ 
 
               Dr. Clarence D. Haege 
       July 6, 1932 - December 4, 2020 
 
              Father of  Gregg Haege 
                    and Alan Haege 

                      Jeanine M. Eckenrode 
      December 11, 1954 - December 7, 2020 
 
                  Daughter of Anita Kessler 
      Sister of Susan Frentzel, Helen Vidmar,  
               Ann Lossau and John Kessler  
 
               ________________________ 
 
                            Bernice Klotz 
     December 16, 1921 - December 14, 2020 
 
                     Mother of Robert Klotz 
 
                     ___________________ 
 
                          Juanita M. Weber 
        August 8, 1933 - December 15, 2020 
 
                     Mother of  Vicki Channer 
                           and Bruce Weber 
 
                      ___________________ 
 
           
                Reverend Herbert J. Stemler 
          June 28, 1933 - December 23, 2020 
 
                 Husband of Miriam Stemler  
           Father of Ruth Vogel, Sarah Harms 
                         and Peter Stemler 
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Council held its December meeting with a majority of 
members in person vs zoom. Council accepted pastor 
search committees recommendation to submit St. Paul’s 
latest updated church profile to U.C.C South Confer-
ence for posting for a full time pastor position. Under 
much discussion with policies and procedures for all 
standing and special committees we have at St. Paul’s it 
was advised that council will be looking into making 
some revisions into how all committees will function 
going forward and some committees may be stream-
lined and or combined with another committee. The 
challenges we face as a church moving forward seem to 
be monumental, but ultimately it is in Gods control and 
I pray that the  ministry and the work we do here at St. 
Paul’s will be a blessing to all who we encounter.  

Yours in Christ, Scott Weber             

DuBois Mission Project 
 

Work on the Dubois Project continued thru the sum-
mer and early fall on the three cabins St. Paul's was 
ask to upgrade and restore.  Replacement of piers, ex-
tending the decks by adding 4ft in width, new electri-
cal service box was added and Tri- County Electrical 
Co- Op raised the height of the wire that crossed the 
lake in order to eliminate a possible water haz-
ard.   New entrance doors and screen doors were in-
stalled in each cabin.  New electrical wiring, 4 new 
outlets, new ceiling lighting, ceiling fans and new ex-
terior lights were installed  in each cabin.  New vinyl 
windows were installed in 2 cabins and multiple view-
ing openings are to be cut in 1 cabin.  Work is continu-
ing on the interior of the cabins such as cleaning, pan-
eling, insulation, finish ceiling etc. New entrance 
ramps in  compliance with ADA requirements and also 
footpaths to each cabin remain to be completed.  

 

  Pictured are Pat Smoker and Dale Fiedler as they 
work on installing a screen door and also taking a 
lunch break.  Not pictured is Jim Jacobs. Other mem-
bers who contributed to the work were Walt and Anto-
nio Borja, Tami Hughes, Bill Hughes,  Kim Borja and 
Debbie Ross, Scott Weber, Julie Weber, Deanne 
Clossen, Helen Obernagle, Patrick Smoker  Carol 
Young, and If I missed anyone that contributed, i apol-
ogize and we thank all of you very much. very, very 
much. 

 

  This project is sponsored, managed and paid for with 
funds  raised by the Missions Committee. Committee 
members also have worked hard to raise the money to 
fund the project and special thanks for that. 
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Sitting here a few days before the New Year swings into sight and I can’t 
help but be drawn into the dreaded New Year’s Resolutions.  Curiosity had 
me searching the internet for data on how many people actually make resolu-
tions, versus how many achieve them.  It was startling to see that according 
to FORBES;  “so many of us—some estimates say more than 40% of Ameri-
cans—make New Year’s resolutions.  (For comparison, about one-third of 
Americans watch the super Bowl.)”  Even more shocking was that only 8% 
actually achieve the goals they set for themselves within the year.  Out of the 
top ten resolutions drafted, normally half of them are health related.  Usually 
working towards self-improvement, whether it be exercise, diet, or even men-
tal health.  Given our current ‘COVID climate’ I sit back in my chair and 
think of how many obstacles have been placed in our path this past year.  

How many of my friends have gained a “COVID-19” much like the Freshman-15 
from college years (myself included!).  On the other hand, I have also seen friends 
that have taken this time as an opportunity for improvement, shedding those extra 
pounds and bad habits while being socially distanced. 
 
 So it’s about time in my articles that you say, ok VA, what does weight-loss or 
New Year’s Resolutions have to do with God, Jesus Christ, our Church… Just tell 
us already, WHAT? 

It has EVERYTHING to do with us.  God created us in his image and while being 
here on Earth we are to live the greatest commandment which Jesus Christ instruct-
ed at the Last Supper, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one an-
other: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.   By  this all peo-
ple will know that you are my disciples,  If you have love for one another” (John 
13:34-35).  Still a bit unsure as to what I’m speaking about, does this mean you put 
“LOVE MORE’ as #1 on your top ten resolutions to share with your significant 
other and friends?  Yes and no.  I would ask that in this upcoming year of 2021, we seek God first.  If you put LOVE 
MORE on your list as #1 that’s ok, because God IS love.  He loves us and although our personal struggles may make us 
question that love, it is exactly that.  God grants us opportunity for growth, which depending on your perspective from 
2020 may seem backwards.   Pause and take a moment to truly reflect on how you handled 2020, and know this: we can 
gorge ourselves with tasty treats to release dopamine-drowned moments and ignore those opportunities; or we can sit 
back & seek Him.  Take a second to appraise what lies ahead for us this next year, and make a plausible plan.  Sure, we 

can jot some ideas down hopefully and continue to haul the spare tire of our own 
struggles around into Spring, or we can exercise our ability to lose the dead 
weight of worry.  With any New Years Resolution, I’ll tell you from experience 
it doesn’t happen overnight.  Positive, new habits are hard to make and bad ones 
are even harder to break.  Also, with COVID guidelines you may find yourself 
lonely and needing an accountability partner, these friendly faces always help 
your chance of success.  Don’t give up, find a fellow member of our church, a 
brother or sister in Christ and start working out God’s plan for you in 2021.  I 
promise your percentage of success will go up exponentially when you let God 
guide your year.  Here’s to being Resolute in 2021!2021!  
 
 

Being Resolute in 2021 
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        Black Friday Filled with Festive Volunteering 
 
 

On Friday November 27, 2020 several students gathered at a neighbor-in-needs home in New Athens to help with a 
Christmas lights display.  The Kohnen family has put together a very dynamic lights display for over 20 years.  It is a 
bright spot within the community and many drive miles to view their interactive and festive exhibition.  Tom Kohnen, 
the patriarch of the family has recently been held back from his enthusiasm due to a Polycystic Kidney Disease.  This 
disease limits his physical abilities but definitely doesn’t drag down his holiday cheer!  While Tom is seeking a live 
donor for a kidney currently, our own Ruth Vogel reached out to the youth group seeking assistance for the grand dis-
play.  Bright and early Walt Borja, Chad Lindauer, BK, Payton Lyon, Isabelle Eimer, Claire Walker, Jess Shepherd, 
Alexis Vogel and VA all joined in to help out.  If you get a chance drive by 101 Phillips St in New Athens and see how 

their hard work paid off!  You won’t be disappointed. 
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The Church Calendar—January 2020 

Normal Sunday Schedule 
8:00 am & 10:15 am Worship 

9:05 am Sunday School and Fellowship Hour, 7th Grade Confirmation 
First Sunday of the Month—Communion at both services 

Second Sunday of the Month - Food Collection Day & Blood Pressure Checks 

Jan 1-Friday                 Office Closed 

Jan 3-Sunday: Communion (Intinction)  

Jan 4-Monday: Building & Grounds 7:00 pm 

 Evangelism & Outreach 7:00 pm 

Jan 5-Tuesday: Pantry 2:00-4:00 pm  

Jan 7-Thursday: Painting 9:30am  

Jan 10-Sunday: Food Collection 

Jan 11-Monday: Pastor Search Committee 7:00pm 

Jan 12-Tuesday: NO Women’s Guild 

 Food Pantry 2:00-4:00 pm 

 Stephen Ministries 6:30 pm 

 Food & Clothing Bank 7:00 pm 

Jan 19-Tuesday: Church Council 7:00 pm 

Jan 20-Wednesday: Scope Deadline 

Chair Yoga:  Monday & Friday at 9:00 am (St. Paul’s Center) 
C.S. Lewis Bible Study:  Monday 7:15 pm 

Bible Study:  Sunday at 7:00 pm, (zoom)  Tuesday at 9:30 am & Tuesday at 7:00 pm (zoom) 
Quilting:  Tuesday & Wednesday at 8:30 am, Thursday at 6:00 pm (Ministry Building) 

Boy Scouts:  Tuesday at 7:00 pm (Basement) 
8th Grade Confirmation:  Wednesday at 5:00 pm (Ministry Building) 

The Outlet:  Wednesday 6:30 - 8:00 pm (Youth Room) 
Faith Journey:  Wednesday at 6:30 pm (Church) 

Reconfirmation:  Thursday at 7:00 pm (Ministry Building) 
7th Grade Confirmation:  Sunday at 9:00 am (St Paul’s Center) 

 

Jan 21-Thursday: Painting 9:30am 

 Pantry 5:00-7:00pm 

Jan 25-Monday: Pastor Search Committee 7:00pm 

Jan 26-Tuesday: Stephen Ministries 6:30 pm 

Jan 31-Sunday: Annual Congregational Meeting 

 11:15am 

  

  

 



St. Paul’s SCOPE ~ January 2021 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

7 North Belleville Street 

Freeburg, Illinois 62243 

 

 

 

Rick Mortimer, Interim Pastor 

Office Phone: 618-539-3262 

Church Phone: 618-539-3962 

Email address: churchoffice@stpaulsfreeburg.org 

Web address: www.stpaulsfreeburg.org 

 

Faithful and Welcoming 
Church 

ST. PAUL’S SCOPE  published by 
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
210 West White Street 
Freeburg, IL  62243 

Worship Services: 
Sunday 8:00 & 10:15 AM 
(Nursery Care Available) 
Sunday School   9:05 AM 

 


