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From Our Pastor ~ Earl Crecelius 

 
Last January I let the congregation know that 
I meant to retire from full time ordained 
ministry in June. Well, the pandemic hit, and 
I agreed to stay on “until we were together 
again”.  Now, although we’re together in 
worship we’re limited to 50 people. And it 
seems that limit will stay in place for quite 
some time. So it’s with a full heart  that I’ve 
decided, with Council’s consent, that Sunday 
August 30 will be my last Sunday as pastor 
at St. Paul’s. 
 
18 years is a long time to work together; a 
long time to get to know each other; a long 
time to come to terms with real faults but 
love people anyway. I am so profoundly 
grateful for your patience and generosity, 
your willingness to take risks and to learn.  
You’ve allowed me to learn and grow right 
along with you. You really are a unique 
church, aromatic of Christ (even with the 
“stinkers”!) I don’t want you to forget that. 
 
As to what happens next: Council is close to 
hiring a full time interim minister. The 
Pastoral Search Committee is underway – I 
should warn you that it’s not unusual for a 
congregation to search for 12, or 18, or 24 
months to find a suitable pastor. 
 
 

 
At the same time, you’re in very good 
Hands. The same God who brought us 
together in 2002 will lead us both from 
here. You have several excellent leaders, 
and leaders-in-the-making. So keep the 
church leadership in your prayers; read 
your Bibles; pitch in where you can; and 
don’t be afraid! 
 
After August 30 our relationship will 
change. Our society and circumstances 
will continue to change. But the One to 
whom we look for guidance and 
providence does not. 
 
After 18 years no words of mine seem 
sufficient to express my gratitude for you 
and encouragement to you. So let Paul’s 
words from his letter to the Philippians 
(3:12-14) be sufficient for us all: 
 
“Not that I have already obtained this or 

am already perfect, but I press on to make 

it my own, because Christ Jesus has made 

me his own. Brothers, I do not consider 

that I have made it my own. But one thing 

I do: forgetting what lies behind and 

straining forward to what lies ahead, I 

press on toward the goal for the prize of 

the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

                                  Pastor Earl 

Scriptures For Worship In August  

Date Psalter Reading  Scripture Reading  

August 2 17:1-7, 15 Gen. 32:22-31 

August 9 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b Gen. 37:1-4, 12-28 

August 16 133 Gen. 45:1-15 

August 23 124 Exodus 1:8-2:10 

August 30 103 Philippians 

Congratulations 

 
 

Pastor Earl 
On  

Your 
Retirement! 
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 Farewell to our Beloved 

 Master of Divinity 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

We will miss you! 
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When:  The evening of Saturday, August 29 

 

What: An outdoor gathering to honor Pastor Earl 
and Johanna 

 

Why:  A retirement ceremony and dinner for Pas-
tor Earl and Johanna is postponed until we can 
safely gather together. 
 
A postcard with details of August 29 will be sent 
when the details are finalized.  
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RENO update 

 

The current balance on the St. Paul’s Center loan is 
$58,096.96. 
 

There are still leaves left for purchase at $400 at leaf. 
If you wish to purchase one, please mark your enve-
lopes “Reno.” 
 

Thank you to all that have purchased one.  

St. Paul’s Scope 
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Visiting Rural King? 
 

Rural King is hosting Church Week August 2 
through August 15.  Through this program, cus-
tomers can support DuBois 2-Year Mission Pro-
ject. 
 
During Church Week, customers can shop  at Ru-
ral King and upload their receipts and 10% will be 
given to St. Paul’s for DuBois.  
 
Here’s how it works: 
 
Shop at Rural King between  August 2 and August 
15.  Receipts must be dated between August 2 and 
August 15 to qualify. 
 
Then go to www.ruralking.com/churchweek   
Choose St. Paul’s UCC Freeburg and enter your 
receipt information.  All receipts must be uploaded 
by September 1st.  

 

.                                      BAKE-LESS 
BBQ & BAKE SALE FUNDRAISER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                              

    St. Paul’s Mission Committee 2019 -2020 

New Fundraiser for the  
DuBois 3 Cabin Project 

 
Fundraising had come to a halt with the Covid-19 
virus beginning in March, so some creativity is re-
quired in-order to raise needed funds to complete 
the 3 Cabin Project by the end of December 2020. 
The Mission Committee will be hosting a Bake-Less 
BBQ & Bake Sale during the whole month of Au-
gust. 
 

Just envision yourself attending a BBQ & Bake sale 
on the Apex doctor parking lot on State Street, as 
you did in February 2019.  On that day $1,526 in 
profit was made!  The menu was delicious with 
BBQ pork steak, hotdogs, sides of macaroni & 
cheese, slaw, baked beans, and desserts!   
 

If you would like to support the DuBois Mission 3 
Cabin Project, please send a donation for the im-
aginary Bakeless BBQ and Bake sale by: 
• mail or drop off at the church office 
• place in the collection containers in the  south 

entrances on Sundays 
• place in the offering plate on Sundays 
 

Please make checks out to St. Paul’s with “DuBois 
Repair” in the subject line or if you pay by cash 
please mark your envelope with the same label.  
 

The committee asks that you pray for God’s bless-
ing on this fundraising effort! 
 
 
 



     The 

  Library 
Nook 

Christian Fiction:  The Ambition: a Novel – by Lee 
Strobel - If you know anything about Lee Strobel and his 
own testimony, then you are in for a treat. Not only is 
The Ambition loaded with suspense and mystery, but it is 
filled with spirituality. Everything from coming to 
Christ, to miracles of complete physical healing, to a 
pastor moving to politics. Knowing his background as a 
reporter, and how Lee sought the truth of Jesus and the 
Bible, having to have the Bible spelled out as factual for 
him to come to faith in Jesus, you see that through his 
characters and appreciate it all the more. 
 
Fiction:  Before Honor (a Double D Western) by George 
W Proctor - Editor’s Note:  There is no “official review” 
of this book, and you’re probably thinking why read it, 
and a western at that?! Let me tell you, I just read it and 
at my time in life it hit very close to home. You know 
that time where your kids think you should come live 
with them, but you love your place (in this book, 4 sec-
tions of land) but you struggle to make ends meet? As a 
dear friend of mine often says, “what to do, what to do?” 
Read the book, and you’ll see what the character in this 
story does. 

Children/Young Adult:  Monster Stories by Rh Val-
ue Publishing - Includes dragons, lizards, monsters, 
and even a princess snowman, what’s not for a kid to 
like in this book? 

Non-Fiction:  1,001 Gardening Secrets (The Experts 
Never Tell You) by FC&A Publishing - From treating 
the soil to feeding the plants in your garden [banana 
peels for the roses], this book answers many of the 
gardener’s questions. Some of the topics discussed 
include watering, cuttings, and weeds. Discover the 
methods for growing bigger vegetables, killing 
weeds in the lawn, and keeping that lawn lush and 
green. There’s pruning wisdom, dealing with pesky 
plant issues, houseplants, herbs, and more. This 
guide to all things gardening is perfect for anyone 
interested in growing plants, indoors or out passion 
and purpose.  
 
Prayer/Devotional:  10 Minute Devotions for Youth 
Groups by J. B. Collingsworth - Devotions are easy 
with this collection of adaptable, ready-to-use ideas. 
Each deepens faith with little or no preparation -- and 
comes complete with scripture, attention-grabbing, 
learning experience, discussion questions and a clos-
ing. 
 
Religion/Spirituality:  Holy Humor: Inspirational 
Wit & Cartoons by Cal Samra - Collected bits of hu-
mor, all clean, related to some aspect of Christianity, 
mostly the foibles of its practitioners. Intended for 
the use of preachers and healers - "Laughter is the 
best medicine" style. Includes some fairly trenchant 
observations on life and humanity. 
 
 
 

 
                 

     

Mark your calendar now for Sunday 8/23. We'll be holding our Confirmation service in the 
park across the street from the church at 6:30 pm. We have 9 Confirmands this year - I encour-
age you to come out as a public witness that God's work is still going on!  Please bring a chair 
and we are encouraging everyone to be socially distant.  

Taylor Beisiegel, Gavin Inselman, Megan Nail, Aidan  

Parrish, Claire Schopp, Reese Simpson, Sebastian Skaer, Aubrie Smith, Owen Zobrist 
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Council meeting from Tuesday night, met with potential 
interim pastor Rev. Rick Mortimer and after meeting with 
him and asking questions and fielding questions council 
unanimously decided to offer Rev. Mortimer the interim 
position at St. Paul’s.  
 

Also discussed setting up sign-in sheets for both services 
on Sunday mornings to register each person in attend-
ance. Reservations are still needed for each service.   
 

We will be trying to set up a date and time to hold a spe-
cial congregational meeting to install new council mem-
bers, special and standing committee members, set a 
budget for pastor search committee and revise some of 
the current by-laws in our church’s constitution.  
 

Respectively submitted,  

Scott Weber  

Second Mile Benevolence Offering 

 

The Benevolence offerings that you mark on your 

envelopes each month are Second Mile offerings for 

special mission projects.  

Our June offering for Kindercottage was $365.00                  

Thank You!!!  

New Athens Home for the Aged          
August 

 
This ministry of the United Church 
of Christ takes care of older and in-
firmed people on a residential basis.  
A group from St. Paul’s visits the 
home on the fourth Friday of each 
month. 

 
Hospitalized  

This Past Month 
 

                Walter Endsley 
                 Marilyn Culli 
     Charles Ross 

     Pat Price  

 

 

SECOND 
MILE MISSION 

 

Please welcome Isabella Borja, who joined the church on 
July 26.  She is the daughter of Walter and Kim Borja.  

NOTE: DATE CHANGED 

 
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 
 
Church Council is calling a special Congregational 
meeting following the 2nd service on August 23.  

 

The purpose of the meeting is the installation of 
committee members, approval of the budget for the 
pastoral search committee and to amend the church’s 
constitution as it pertains to the hiring of it’s full 
time pastors. Meeting will be live streamed. More 
information forthcoming.  
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8/01 Chad Sanders 
8/02 Annette Klimas 
8/03 Sophia Hettenhausen
 Bruce Weber 
8/05 Marilyn Borger 
 Buck Horine 
 Ty Weilmuenster 
8/06 Ashley Baltz 
8/07 Linda Kessler 
8/08 Chris Alt 
 Mary Weber 
 Juanita Weber 
8/09 Nolan Reinneck 
8/11 Brylie Bird 
8/12 Jeffrey Marhanka 
 Marjorie Patton 
 Tiffany Smoker 

8/13 Abbey Payne 
8/14 Keith Brauer 
 Kathy Ervie 
 Abby Salvatore  
 Jody Vernier 
8/15 Ivan Furtak 
8/16 Frank Marhanka 
8/17 Julie Heberer 
 Teresa Huston 
 Robin Skaer 
8/18 Rita Baker 
 Cory Nordhaus 
 Larry Rhutasel 
 Claire Schopp 
8/19 Allice Mullen 
8/20 Carol Brauer 
 Pat Vogel 

8/21 Barbara Waeltz 
 Carter Junge 
8/22 Anita Kessler 
 Ruth Vogel 
8/23 Benjamin Heppermann 
 Mark Loy 
8/26 Stacy Mattern 
 Nanette Rieso 
8/27 Judy Carpenter 
 Richard Sanders 
8/28  Charlene Jacobs 
 Brandon Mueth 
 Robin Chandler 
8/30 Connie Shook 
 Zola Hellmeyer 
8/31  Kendra Grout 

BIRTHDAYS 

Greetings friends of UPKC, 
 

You always amaze me with your generosity.  I am al-
ways thankful that you continue. 
 

Enclosed are 3 separate acknowledgements of your gift 
giving.  I know  some record keeping is done and I want 
to be sure each group is acknowledged, thanked and a 
receipt given. THANK YOU EVERYONE!!                      
AIR HUGS TO EACH OF YOU! 
 

I want to visit when we are a little more settled and I 
discover when it’s okay with you.  So keep me in mind. 
 

Take care, stay cool, God bless you all! 
Brenda Crisp 
Uni - Press Kindercottage 
 
 

Thank you to the person who gave $400 in our honor 
for the renovation of St. Paul’s Center and a golden leaf 
on the Giving Tree.  We have been pondering who this 
generous person could be for over a week.  I am embar-
rassed to admit that initially we thought of what we 
might have done to prompt someone to donate this 
money in our honor.  Then we realized that we were 
focusing on the wrong end of this gift.  We haven’t 
done anything to deserve being honored.  The gift was 
given because of the love of the donor.   
 

The donor was truly following Christ’s example.  We 
don’t deserve the gift of salvation.  The gift is freely 
given through our Savior because of God’s love, not 
because of anything we have done.  Of course, we still 
want to know the giver(s), so that we can thank him/
her/them.  We came up with numerous people who are 
extremely thoughtful and so very generous.  But maybe 
not knowing and wondering who it is with such a big 
heart will make us appreciate all the members of our 
church family a little more.  And in turn, perhaps this 
will motivate us to become more like Christ, more 
thoughtful toward others, and more giving as well. 

 

Tami and Bill Hughes 

Dear church family, 
 

Thank you for your kind and caring expressions of sympa-
thy following the death of my mother-in-law, Cor-
delia.  Receiving the many cards, notes, texts, emails, and 
phone calls warmed our hearts.  Several of you offered 
prayers, along with willing hearts and hands, to help us 
through a difficult few weeks - both before and after her 
passing. Randy and I appreciate your concern and support 
during our loss.   
 

I will share with you that in May our son's family had 
planned an overdue visit here in June.  We soon realized 
their visit was divine planning, and Aaron being here was 
provident. Aaron was able to read scripture and pray with 
his grandma on the day she passed. We consider that a 
great blessing for our family.   
 

Peace be with you.  
With love, 
Karen Neff 
 
 

 

A big thank you to Jeanie Stumpf for the beautiful bouquet 
of  flowers that she brings in the office every Monday 
morning and  also for the flowers that she decorates the 
church with.  Some of the flowers come from Carol Cas-
person’s flower garden.  
 
 
 

The Food and Clothing Bank would like to THANK those 
who gave to our pantry in the First Quarter through their 
envelope donations. The contribution is greatly appreciat-
ed.  



Sunday Volunteer Schedule 

Time/Date Council Lector 

8:00   August 2 Brian Rippelmeyer Tami Hughes 

  Scott Weber  

 Tim Tritt  

August  9 Brian Rippelmeyer Dale Fiedler 

  Scott Weber  

 Mary Endsley  

August 16 Gregg Haege Jeanie Stumpf 

  Herschel Parrish  

 Stan Niemann  

August 23 Gregg Haege  Donna Smoker 

  Pat Smoker  

 Stan Niemann  

August 30 Brian Rippelmeyer Nick Borja 

  Larry Rhutasel  

 Sandy Dickens  

September  6 Sandy Dickens Luke Walton 

 Scott Weber   

 Marg Rhutasel  

10:15     August 2              Mark Vernier Donna Asbridge 

 Amy Walton  

 Vicki Channer  

 August 9 Buck Horine Vicki Channer 

 Amy Walton  

 Jim Jacobs  

August  16 Pam Kramer Paige Nowak 

  Julie Rickert  

 Cindy Blumberg  

August 23 Pam Kramer Karen Forcade 

  Julie Rickert  

 Barb Joseph  

August 30 Mark Vernier Donna Asbridge 

  Amy Walton  

 Betty Jones  

September  6 Mark Vernier Vicki Channer 

 Amy Walton  

 Jody Vernier  

 
                   DuBois 2-Year Mission Project 
 
Thanks to the work of Jim Jacobs, Pat Smoker, and 
Tino Borja, the renovation of the Deer Run medita-
tion, education, and observation cabins has continued.  
In addition to renovating the cabins, we are also work-
ing on indoor and outdoor displays for the education 
cabin.  Here’s how you can help…  For the observa-
tion cabin, we are collecting binoculars and game 
cameras that you are no longer using.  Just drop them 
in the bin at church or give them to Tami Hughes. 
 

What’s happening... 

                  DuBois Center 
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Update 
St. Paul’s Mission Committee 
DuBois Two Year Mission 

2019-2020 

 
The St. Paul’s Mission Committee’s two-year mis-
sion’s focus has been on raising $15,000 for the Du-
Bois Center through labor projects on the camp’s 
property and fund-raising projects to pay for renova-
tions on 3 existing cabins.  These cabins were in aw-
fully bad condition but will soon be used as the Green 
DuBois education, meditation, and sleeping cabins. 
 
Some of the major renovations that have been accom-
plished since March of 2019 are: 
All three cabins were reset on new foundations, each 
cabin deck was extended four feet, and each cabin 
received all new wiring, porch lights, switches, ceiling 
lights and fans, wall outlets, and a new electrical box 
installed.  Near future projects to be completed are 
insulating one cabin, installing new sliding windows 
in two cabins, enlarging exterior door frames for new 
36” exterior doors and screen doors, painting the exte-
rior and interior walls, interior paneling for one cabin, 
and wheelchair ramps for all 3 cabins. 
 
The committee asks you to pray for this mission by 
asking for God for His blessings upon the volunteers 
who provide the labor, and for His guiding hand to 
bring the remaining work to its completion successful-
ly! 
 

PLEASE NOTE: We are now adding in regular 
ushers to the Sunday Volunteer schedule.  
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The Church Calendar—August 2020 

Normal Sunday Schedule 
8:00 am & 10:15 am Worship 

 
First Sunday of the Month—Communion at both services 

All AUGUST activities are pending due to the VIRUS RESTRICTIONS 
 

The following is a list of St. Paul’s youth who are 
interested in baby sitting.  Please keep them in mind 
when you need someone. 
 

       Name       Age                    Phone 
Sabryn Boike         21                  719-5349 
Brittany Kaiser         28                  803-8013            
Lindsey Mank           23                  233-0678       
Maggie Matchett            17                  719-9299 
Carmen Stein         16                  539-7011  
                              

 

C. S. Lewis  
 

"The problem of reconciling human suffering with 
the existence of a God who loves, is only insoluble 
so long as we attach a trivial meaning to the word 
'love,' and look on things as if man were the centre 
of them. Man is not the centre. God does not exist 
for the sake of man. Man does not exist for his own 
sake....We were made not primarily that we may 
love God (though we were made for that too) but 
that God may love us, that we may become objects 
in which the Divine love may rest 'well pleased.' To 
ask that God's love should be content with us as we 
are is to ask that God should cease to be God: be-
cause He is what He is, His love must, in the nature 
of things, be impeded and repelled by certain stains 
in our present character, and because He already 
loves us He must labour to make us lovable....What 
we would here and now call our 'happiness'  is not 
the end God chiefly has in view: but when we are 
such as He can love without impediment, we shall 
in fact be happy.   

C. S. Lewis  The Problem Of Pain  

 

August 4 -  Pantry 2pm - 4pm, drive-thru 

August 11 -  Pantry 2pm - 4pm, drive-thru 

August 20 -  Pantry 5pm - 7pm, drive-thru 

August 23 -  Special Congregational Mtg after the  

                     10:15 am service 

 

 

                 Building & Grounds 
 
     The Building & Grounds Committee met on July  
6th with 4 people in attendance. 
 
     We are considering paving the parking lot at the 
Food and Clothing  Bank and also possibilities of 
financing this project. 
 
     A larger flag has been donated to replace the pre-
vious flag which had become frayed.  It has been 
placed. 
 
     The weeds on the church property have been 
sprayed. 
 
 
 

 

NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

Can you operate a digital camera? Are you computer lit-
erate? With all the newest technology, it’s as easy as 
pushing a button!  We could use your help in live stream-
ing our services! Then Please contact Sandi Haege or the 
church office if you can pitch in.  
 

Also, we are still in need of a volunteer for Kenny’s cans 
program. Anyone interested in keeping the program, may 
contact Jerry Ruhmann at 618-719-6696.  
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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

7 North Belleville Street 

Freeburg, Illinois 62243 

 

 

 

Rev. Earl Crecelius, Pastor 

Office Phone: 618-539-3262 

Church Phone; 618-539-3962 

Pastor’s Home: 618-539-5883 

Email address: churchoffice@stpaulsfreeburg.org 

Web address: www.stpaulsfreeburg.org 

Pastor Earl’s Blog: www.revearl.wordpress.com 

Faithful and Welcoming 
Church 

ST. PAUL’S SCOPE  published by 
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
210 West White Street 
Freeburg, IL  62243 

Worship Services: 
Sunday 8:00 & 10:15 AM 
(Nursery Care Available) 
Sunday School   9:05 AM 


