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Scope Deadline 

The deadline for 
articles to be included 
in the July SCOPE is 
the 22nd of June. 

Making Disciples By Proclaiming, Teaching, And Practicing the Word Of God 

June 2021 

St. Paul’s Scope 
Faithful and Welcoming Church                                            Volume 48, Issue 6 

From Our Pastor ~ Rick Mortimer 
     I don’t know if you remember much about the World Series of 2015. After 
barely making the playoffs on the last day of the regular season in 2014, the 
Kansas City Royals went on a tear and didn’t drop a game until they got into the 
Series. They lost in 2014 with the winning runs on base in the 9th inning of Game 
7. After that heartbreaking loss, the team, and most of Kansas City, had high 
expectations that the next year, 2015, would result in a World Series win.  And in 
fact, that is exactly what happened. 

 

     On November 3, the city held a parade and celebration of the Royals’ victory. 
The parade route wound through downtown and ended with congratulations and 
speeches by players and the owners from a platform in the space between Union 
Station and the WW I Liberty Memorial. The planners of the event estimated that 
a crowd of 100,000 to 150,000 might show up for the parade and speeches. They 
misjudged the response of the people… by a factor of about 8. On the day of the 
celebration it was estimated that somewhere between 800,000 and 1,000,000 
people were there. And I believe it! I was trying to transport a client to their 
doctor appointment at the time of the parade. And even though I was several 
miles away I had a difficult time getting through the massive traffic jam in order 
to deliver the patient to his check-up. The next day, the Kansas City Star ran an 
aerial view photo showing a solid sea of humanity from the Station to the 
Memorial, spilling out onto the surrounding streets for several blocks. I don’t 
believe I have ever seen such a large gathering of people in one place. 

 

     So what is my point in telling you about this? Just this: In such a large crowd, 
don’t you think there were Democrats and Republicans? Blacks and Whites? 
Latino and Asian? Rich and poor? Young and Old? Male and Female? Liberal 
and Conservative? Carnivores and Vegans? Pro-Choice and Pro-life? Cat lovers 
and Dog lovers? Thick Crust and Thin Crust advocates? Etc., etc., etc.? But there 
were no stores looted, no fires set, no shots fired, no arguments, no fist fights, no 
battle lines, no confrontation with police, no race riots, no demonstrations or 
counter-demonstrations. With such a huge crowd, you know there had to be 
significant differences of perspective on a wide range of issues. Yet there was 
nothing but calm and joy in the celebration. How could this possibly have 
happened? 

 

     How? The people kept their focus on the main thing: The Royals just won the 
World Series. They were unified in their support of the ball team. 

 

     As a church, we can be united only if our focus is on the main thing: Jesus is 
Lord. I am delighted to say that this seems to be the case, as far as what I have 
seen from St. Paul’s in my time with you. And the Gospel of Jesus is that 
everyone is invited to Come to the Table and know the same joy we know, this 
same peace, the same experience of grace, mercy, and love. 

 

     Come to the Table! Let everyone Come to the Table!     

                                          Pastor Rick 



Hospitalized  
This Past Month 

 
Russell Kern 

Lisa McDonald 
Virginia Capone 
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 Date  Theme  Scriptures 

 June 6  Why Am I Here?  Gen. 1:26-31, Rev. 21:1-5 

 June 13  What Am I to do With My Life?  2 Cor. 5:1-10 

 June 20  Why Should I Grow?  Eph. 4:11-16 

 June 27  Why Should We Change?  Jer. 7:1-7, Ezek. 36:23-30 

Scriptures For Worship In June 

Date 8:00am 10:15am Sunday School Online Viewers 

May 2 56 42 10C, 6A 171  

May 9 59 77 28C, 41A 161  

May 16 77  56 17C, 26A  157  

May 23  56 91 11C, 21A n/a  

Attendance for the month of May 

Sunday Volunteer Schedule 

Time/Date Council Ushers Lector 

8:00          June 6  Gregg Haege  Scott Weber 

 Lynn Gipson  

June 13     Gregg Haege Mary Wandling 

 Lynn Gipson  

June 20  Brian Rippelmeyer Scott Weber 

 Scott Weber  

          June 27  Brian Rippelmeyer Donna Smoker 

 Scott Weber  

July  4 Stan Niemann Tami Hughes 

 Tami Hughes  

   

10:15        June 6 Dale Fiedler Vicki Channer 

 Pam Kramer  

June 13     Chad Lindauer Amy Walton 

 Amy Walton  

June 20  Chad Lindauer Terry Groth 

 Amy Walton  

June 27  Kim Borja Donna Asbridge 

 Julie Rickert  

July 4  Dale Fiedler Dale Fiedler 

 Pam Kramer  

If you are scheduled to serve, 
please remember that we are 
counting on you!  If you 
cannot attend, switch with 
another volunteer and let the 
office know.  Thank you! 

June 13 Jeanie Stumpf 

July 11 Pat Groth 

August 8 Joyce Muskopf 

Blood Pressure Checks 
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     Council held its monthly 
meeting for May and all council 
members were in attendance, 
with Rev. Rick absent due to a 
Doctor’s appointment/
examination.  
     A lot of activities are resum-

ing again at St. Paul’s with no restrictions at this 
time in attendance numbers and mask requirements 
for our parishioners.  
          We have been blessed to have more members 
and some new folks attending in person during the 
church services. The adult Bible school classes are 
attracting many new faces, and we are hoping that 
we get the attendance to increase in both the chil-
dren’s classes as well as the adult classes.  
     Be on the lookout for new ads to appear in the 
Freeburg Tribune for the advancement of the Gospel 
and maybe a new and updated website for St. Paul's.   
     We also will be looking for help and recommen-
dations for members to replace the outgoing council 
members for next year, as well as new members who 
would be willing and enthusiastic about serving on a 
committee that they feel God is calling them to 
serve.  
   Prayerfully submitted,  
   Scott Weber  

Second Mile Benevolence Offering 

 

The Benevolence offerings that you mark on your 

envelopes each month are Second Mile offerings for 

special mission projects.  

Our April offering for Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 

was $ 255.00 Thank You!!!  

JUNE BENEVOLENCE  
 
 
 
 

     Uni-Pres Kindercottage is a joint mission of the 
United Church of Christ and the Presbyterian 
Church USA. It is an Inclusionary Child Develop-
ment Center which acts as a beacon of light and 
hope to children and families in East St. Louis, IL.        
     The Uni-Pres Kindercottage builds the future of 
children through prayer and education, one step at 
a time, transforming a community and the world 
one child at a time. 
     The mission of Uni-Pres Kindercottage is to 
provide high quality educational services to chil-
dren ages 6 weeks to 12 years of age, who face 
economic, environmental and social emotional 
risks.  They bring services that will develop the 
child holistically and support the families with 
resources as they thrive and strive towards positive 
goals. 
 
         ———————————————— 
 

JUNE SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     The Pastor Search Committee recently had an in
-person meeting with one ministerial candidate. Our 
conversations continue to progress as we talk to, 
and learn more about, this prospect.   
     We appreciate our church family’s supportive 
patience and prayers during the discernment pro-
cess.  Please continue to pray for the Search Com-
mittee and also for this specific individual.   
     May the Lord be with us. 
   Respectfully submitted, 
   Karen Neff 
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6/01    Brandon Huskey 

    Randy Neff 

    Annie Shook 

6/02    Richard Beisiegel 

    Drummond Carpenter 

    Sharon Luebbers 

    Karen Neff 

6/03    Kelton George 

    Tricia Martinez 

6/04    Wyatt Smith 

6/05    David Niebruegge 

    Karen Gipson 

    Lucas Green  

6/06    Ramon Matchett 

6/06    Julie Menn 

6/07    Beth Heppermann 

    Lacy Niebruegge 

 

6/08    Ellen Walker 

    Brooke Dobler 

6/09    Katie Young 

    Coty Jones 

    David Loy 

6/10    Diane Mueth 

6/11    Jenny Hummert 

6/12    Joe Blumberg Jr. 

    Kate Hughes 

6/13    Kirk Nordhaus 

6/14    Cheryl Emge 

6/15    Sherry Salvatore 

    Tenley Heppermann 

    Payton Lyon 

6/17    Dane Brueggemann 

    Elliott Crowder 

    Connor Schopp 

6/18    Jim Tadlock 

6/19    Carol Harbaugh 

6/20    Michael Brazelton 

6/21    Jed Rippelmeyer 

6/22    Nolan Shook  

6/23    Carol Casperson 

6/23    Ryan Kuhn 

    Logan Rhutasel 

6/24    Hunter Oeltjen 

    Tim Tritt 

6/25    Emil Kromat 

    Dale Lickenbrock 

6/26    Debbie Ross 

6/27    Sebastian Skaer 

6/28    Gary Kuklinski 

6/29    Brittany Morris 

    Herschel Parrish, Jr. 

 
     

Bless you all and heartfelt thanks!   
     Thank you so very much for such a lovely 
retirement send off.   
     I really enjoyed our coffee and beautifully 
decorated cake.  
     Thanks to all for generous gifts, beautiful 
flowers and cards.  
     You are a loving church and my heart is 
happy.  
  Hugs to all,   
  Nurse Mary 
 

      

 
     Women's Guild plans to 
meet in July.   
     We will meet in the base-
ment on July 13 at 12 noon.   
     Hope to see you then.   
                           Rita 

Orville Pannier 

January 20, 1926 - May 16, 2021  

Husband of Helen Pannier 
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BARGAINING VS Believing 
 

As the school year comes to an end, I can’t help but share a recent 
lesson I interpreted in English class.  As an educational interpreter I 
have the chance to be involved in all sorts of classroom lessons, and 
the other day we stumbled upon Conditional Sentences.  If you have-
n’t attended a sophomore English class recently, let me refresh your 
memory:  “IF you do this, THEN this will happen.”  Might be more fa-
miliar as a ‘Cause + Effect’.  Regardless of what you call it, the con-
cept really got me thinking about my own faith and how I treat my re-
lationship with God as a conditional statement.  Many Christians fall 
into this mode of thinking; so as I preach to myself I also caution you 
friends, this is not what faith is about.  Contrary to what social media 
may spout, or even prophetic popular pastors proclaim, we don’t “buy 
in to be bought out”.   
 

Our faith should not be conditional.  Why?  Simply stated: God’s love is not conditional.  If we are 
good... then he will bless us.  If we follow the ten commandments and read our bible every day... we 
will be granted our prayerful demands.  If we spread the Gospel… our lives will be easy.  Not true.  If 
anything, it often is the opposite!  Our faith is NOT an IF/Then statement.  We love Him because He 
loved us first, and with that love at our center we can’t help but want to be in a relationship with 
God.  As with any relationship, we need to develop it by reading our bible everyday, studying the scrip-
ture, and attending worship consistently.  Only then will become more aware of the simple blessings 
all around us. Have you ever heard of Foxhole Prayers? In wartimes when a person is pinned down 
with the enemy advancing, trapped with no way out, they will often speak out a ‘foxhole prayer’ to a 
higher power.  Begging, pleading, bargaining; that if you only let me live through this Lord I promise to 
attend church every Sunday.  These prayers are more common than you think, and a popular way to 
bargain.  “Lord, let this lottery ticket be a winner and I’ll give the honest 10% to the church.”  Truth is, 
we don’t even need to buy the ticket, we’re already blessed.  Our hearts however, are human and 
flawed, so we are blind to the blessings and always seeking a new fulfillment.  Grace is enough, but 
society tells us, sells us, otherwise.  So instead of speaking out that foxhole deal, we need to beg in 
earnest for God to open our eyes.  God help us to see what you have provided to us, and realize the 
entitlement we are drowning in, that I mentioned in last month's article. 
 
Still unsure about bargaining vs belief?  What about sports superstitions?  Whole teams have stopped 
shaving for a whole season to keep a winning streak alive, when really their God-given talent was 
what was at play, not their attempt at bargaining with luck.  I’ve seen students stinky socks go un-
washed, scent stank for the sake of a win.  No one wins in that situation!  Truthfully we need to be a 
true blue fan of faith, and I don't just say that because I adore the Dallas Cowboys.  What I’m referring 
to is the fairweather fans that hop on the bandwagon when the going is good.  Suddenly everyone 
owns the popular team’s jersey, posts the hashtag, swears their allegiance…  We need to be more 
than a fan, especially with the rapid-changing world around us.  We need to be a full blown member of 
the church of Christ, not just in public view, but in God’s all-knowing view.  When life throws us a 
curveball and we’re tempted to strike a deal with the devil, we need to turn away from OURSELVES 
and our selfish hearts and look up to the God that was always there.  We need to stop acting as 
though we’re losing, and realize that with faith in Jesus Christ as our savior we are already winning! 
 
So the next time you speak a prayer, ask yourself if you’re in a foxhole about to bargain with God, or if 
you’re filled with Grace and faithfully believing in the gameplan he has in store for you. 
 
Love & Light, 
Virginia “VA” Lugge 
Youth Minister 
 
PS-dive into the scripture and see how bargaining worked out for Jephthah in Judges 11 (v.31...but the whole chapter is 
worth the read) 



The following is a list of St. Paul’s youth who 
are interested in baby sitting.  Please keep them 
in mind when you need someone.                
 
          Name            Age          Phone    
 Lindsey Mank                  24         233-0678 
 Maggie Matchett            18         719-9299 
 Carmen Stein            17 803-0704 
 
If anyone would like to be added to this list, 
please call the church office at 539-3262, or 
send an email to Donna Wiskamp 
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VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL 

JUNE 11, 18, AND 25TH 
10:00-11:30AM 

AGES 4 YRS—6TH GRADE 
REGISTER ONLINE  

OR ON FIRST DAY OF VBS 
(Due to COVID restrictions, we are limiting this to 

St. Paul’s children and their friends) 

FATHER’S DAY 
All men of the church are invited to 
join us to play putt-putt golf in the 
park across from the office on Sun-
day, June 20th, at 9:05am, in honor 
of Father’s Day.   Food, games and 
fun are on course for this special day! 

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS 
 

Blood pressure checks will start again on June 13 
in the Baltz Parlor and will continue on the 2nd 
Sunday of every month. 



     The 

  Library 
Nook 

FEATURED BOOKS FOR JUNE 
 
 

Christian Fiction:  Into the Deep by Colleen Coble  
It is the third book in the Rock Harbor se-
ries and is about a scientist who is mur-
dered while doing work in Upper Peninsula. 
Again, there is mystery and romance. 
 
 

 

Fiction:  The Laws of our Fathers by Scott Turow  
An intriguing story that reunites a group 
of university friends and acquaintances 25 
years after their student days. The event 
that brings them together is a murder trial. 
The American street slang and abbrevia-
tions take a bit of getting used to, but do 
not detract from the story which is more than a 
crime novel. It is also a story of love and the rela-
tionships between the group and gradually reveals 
the reasons for their differences over the years. In 
addition, it shows the love and concerns of parents 
for their children and the effects that these cause. 
There is so much more to the book than the reason 
for the crime and its solution. 
 
Children/Young Adult:  Hurray for Captain Jane! 
by Sam Reavin - Hardback picture book 
filled with fun and imagination, soap and 
a bathtub, about a pretend voyage on the 
“high seas.” 
 
Non-Fiction:  Chicken Soup for the Pet Lover’s 
Soul by Jack Canfield, etc. - As a huge animal lover 

I loved this book. It has a collection of 
heartwarming, sometimes heartbreaking 
and wonderful tales of the bond between 
animals and humans. All kinds of animals 
are brought to life here but a large collec-
tion of the stories involve dogs and cats. It 

really is essential reading if you have ever loved an 
animal. It can also help with the loss of pet or anoth-
er loved one.  

Prayer/Devotional:  Fear Not by Martha Smock  
Messages of assurance, meditation and 
Christian growth, a thin volume filled with 
thoughts of Christ and grace, easy to read. 
 
 
Religion/Spirituality:  Boundaries by Dr. Henry 

Cloud, Dr. John Townsend  
Having clear boundaries is essential to a 
healthy, balanced lifestyle. A boundary is a 
personal property line that marks those things 
for which we are responsible. In other words, 

boundaries define who we are and who we are not. 
Boundaries impact all areas of our lives: Physical 
boundaries help us determine who may touch us and 
under what circumstances -- Mental boundaries give 
us the freedom to have our own thoughts and opin-
ions -- Emotional boundaries help us to deal with our 
own emotions and disengage from the harmful, ma-
nipulative emotions of others -- Spiritual boundaries 
help us to distinguish God's will from our own and 
give us renewed awe for our Creator -- Often, Chris-
tians focus so much on being loving and unselfish 
that they forget their own limits and limitations. 
When confronted with their lack of boundaries, they 
ask: - Can I set limits and still be a loving person? - 
What are legitimate boundaries? - What if someone is 
upset or hurt by my boundaries? - How do I answer 
someone who wants my time, love, energy, or mon-
ey? - Aren't boundaries selfish? - Why do I feel guilty 
or afraid when I consider setting boundaries? Dr. 
Henry Cloud and Dr. John Townsend offer biblically-
based answers to these and other tough questions, 
showing us how to set healthy boundaries with our 
parents, spouses, children, friends, co-workers, and 
even ourselves. 
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     Five members of the 
B & G committee met 
on May 3rd.  We voted 
to accept the bid from 
Bob Brotherton of 
Freeburg to replace the 

soffit and fascia on the Parish House.   
     We are entertaining bids from Rebel, Inc. in 
Belleville and from Germantown Seamless  
Guttering, Inc. in Germantown to have existing 
gutters with screens replaced.  We are also  
anticipating some carpet replacement at the Parish 
House. 
     Some aluminum cans continue to collect near 
our dumpster. We are asking people to no longer 
bring their cans for recycling. 
     Our plastic steeple is in need of being cleaned 
and some light bulbs need replacing in the steeple.  
We are anticipating hiring a professional to do 
this work. 
     A shrub and some surrounding rocks have 
been replaced on the North side of the church.  
Underground work that was done last year re-
quired this replacement. 
     Leave and debris were removed from the edu-
cation building gutters.  Weeds on the church 
property were sprayed and the North wall of our 
garage was cleaned of moss. 
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Food  
Pantry Needs 

          
The Freeburg Food & 
Clothing Pantry’s “Meal a 
Month”, a “Needs 
Menu” (donations) will be 
collected on the second 

Sunday of each month “Monthly Collection Sun-
day.” 
 
Needs for the month of June are: carrots, potatoes, 
mixed vegetables, fruit, sauerkraut, and beets. 

 
Food Collection Sunday is June 13.  The Pantry  
appreciates your donations and support!!! 
 

Summer camp is back at DuBois Center! Please see 
the bulletin board in the entrance of church for infor-
mation.  The first Summer Adventure is June 6-11. 
For full details on summer options, visit  
DuBoisCenter.org online. 
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KINDERCOTTAGE FUNDRAISER 
     
 The St. Paul’s Mission Committee wishes to 
extend a big thank you to our church members 
for supporting its first Kindercottage Fundraiser 
for 2021.  The May 23 Pulled Pork Fundraiser 
raised $677 to help purchase items on the 
Kindercottage Wish list, such as new front 
doors.  The pulled pork sale was so successful 
that we sold out by the start of the 10:15 wor-
ship service!   
     We also thank Tyler Ross and Nolan Shook 
for smoking 90 pounds of pork butts from 4 am 
to 5:00 pm on Saturday, May 22 and for donat-
ing the wood chips needed.  Due to shrinkage 
during the smoking process, we had 43 one 
pound bags to sell. 
     The 90 pounds of smoked pork butts and 24 
bottles of BBQ sauce were donated so all in-
come was profit!   
       Thank you, 
       St. Paul’s Mission Committee Members 

  

Congratulations to our 
High School  

Graduating Class of 2021 
 

Colin Brueggemann, Sierra Harding, Audrey Hill,  
Olivia Hill, Maggie Matchett, Zane Oeltjen,  

Ethan Smith, Brooke Trentman, and Luke Walton 

*The deadline for registrations forms has been changed to June 15th.  Registrations forms are 
available in the St. Paul’s church office or by contacting Shari Wall. 

* 
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Confirmation was held on Sunday, May 23 
at St. Paul’s during the 10:15 a.m. service. 
Pictured above, left to right:  Pastor Rick 
Mortimer, Lauren Beisiegel, Joey Pruett, 
Maya Sanders, Ethan Foster, Nora Smith, 
and Alexander Savage. 

     To the right, three students received their 
Certificate of Completion for completing 
their first of a two year Confirmation Class 
instruction at St. Paul's U.C.C.   
     Pictured to the right, left to right, are:  
Olivia Joseph, Aiden Kuhn, and Cameron 
Harms.    
     Gene Kramer is the Instructor for this 1st 
Year Confirmation Class. 
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The Church Calendar—June 2021 

Normal Sunday Schedule 
8:00 am & 10:15 am Worship 

9:05 am Sunday School and Fellowship Hour 
First Sunday of the Month—Communion at both services 

Flag Day 
June 14 

C.S. Lewis Bible Study:  Monday 7:15 pm 
Bible Study:   Sunday at 9:05 am, Tuesday at 9:30 am, Tuesday at 7:00 pm 

Quilting:  Tuesday & Wednesday 8:30 am, Thursday 6:00 pm (Ministry Building) 
Boy Scouts:  Tuesday 7:00 pm (Basement) 

Faith Journey:  Wednesday 6:00 pm (Church) 
Choir:  Wednesday 7:00 pm (no choir during the summer) 

The Outlet:   Wednesday 6:30-8:00 pm (Youth Room) 
Reconfirmation/Adult Bible Class: Thursday 7:00 pm (Ministry Building)  

June 1 - Tuesday Food Pantry 2-4pm   

June 3 - Thursday Painting 9am    

June 6 - Sunday Communion Sunday   

June 7 - Monday B & G meeting 7pm 

June 8 - Tuesday Food Pantry 2-4pm 

 Stephen Ministries 6:30pm 

June 11 - Friday VBS* 10-11:30am 

June 13 - Sunday Food Collection Sunday 

 Blood Pressure Checks 

June 14 - Monday CE Meeting 7pm 

 Pastor Search Committee Mtg 7pm 

June 15 - Tuesday Council Meeting 7pm 

June 17 - Thursday Painting 9am 

 Food Pantry - 5-7pm 

June 18 - Friday VBS* 10-11:30 am 

June 20 - Sunday Father’s Day 

June 21 - Monday SCOPE Deadline 

June 22 - Tuesday Stephen Ministries 

June 25 - Friday VBS* 10-11:30 am 

June 28 - Monday Pastor Search Comm Mtg 7pm 

 

*Vacation Bible School 

June 20, 2021 

June is National Men’s Health 
Month! This month is all about 
encouraging the men in your 
life (including you, men out 
there!) to take care of their bod-
ies by eating right, exercising, 
and working to prevent disease. 
The official symbol for the 
month is a blue ribbon and the 
purpose of Men’s Health Month 
is to heighten the awareness of 
preventable health problems 
and encourage early detection and treatment of  
diseases including cancer, heart disease, and  
depression.  



St. Paul’s SCOPE ~ June 2021 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

7 North Belleville Street 

Freeburg, Illinois 62243 

 

(Mailing Address:  210 W. White St.) 

 

Rev. Rick Mortimer, Interim Pastor 

Office Phone: 618-539-3262 

Church Phone; 618-539-3962 

Email address: churchoffice@stpaulsfreeburg.org 

Web address: www.stpaulsfreeburg.org 

 

Faithful and Welcoming 
Church 

ST. PAUL’S SCOPE  published by 
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
210 West White Street 
Freeburg, IL  62243 

Worship Services: 
Sunday 8:00 & 10:15 AM 
Sunday School   9:05 AM 


