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Scope Deadline 

 

The deadline for 
articles to be included 
in the July SCOPE is 
the 23nd of June. 
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From Our Pastor ~ Earl Crecelius 
These are troubling and confusing times, at least 
for me. It feels very much like driving in the fog, 
being able to see only a few feet ahead. I’m very 
aware of the need to keep moving, but very wary 
of rushing ahead. Some seem to be in a rush, 
others seem to be at a standstill. I hear voices on 
both the political left and right that are angry, 
resentful, fearful, guilting. What is the best way 
ahead? If I’m a Christian, the most important way 
ahead is not the left’s way or the right’s way, but 
Christ’s way. 

That sounds easier than it is. Does God care for 
the poor and oppressed? Yes He does. See Psalm 
82:3 or Jeremiah 22:16, or Luke 1:52-53, or Luke 
4:18. (Please don’t just read that sentence – read 
the Scripture!) And does God condemn injustice 
and partiality, racial or otherwise? Yes He does. 
See Leviticus 19:15 or Malachi 2:9 or James 2:5-
7. And does God command us to honor our rulers 
(good or bad)? Yes He does. See Exodus 22:28 or 
Romans 13:1 or 1 Peter 2:17. 

It gets confusing, at least to me. Which side is 
God on? It seems to me that’s the wrong question. 
God sides with himself (see Joshua 5:13-15). So 
the better question is, am I on His side? And how 
would I know that? 

I’ve been reading Scott Sauls’ book Jesus Outside 
The Lines: A Way Forward For Those Who Are 
Tired Of Taking Sides. He points out that the big 
divide is not Left/Right, it’s Heavenly/Worldly. 
Both Pilate and Christ’s disciples had a hard time 
understanding that.  In my own time I’ve seen 
both left and right come dangerously close to 
equating the Kingdom of God with their own 
political agenda. But God’s way is not either/or 
left or right. It’s both/and. Think about this from 
Sauls’ book: 

 In many ways, Jesus is more 
conservative than the far right. For instance, he 
says that ‘not an  iota, not a dot, will pass from 
the Law until all is accomplished.’ He warns that 
anyone who adds to or takes away from the words 
of his Book will not share in the tree of life or the 
Holy City. He emphasized the importance of 
evangelism and conversion and said that unless 
you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom 
of God. These are all hallmarks of today’s 
conservative Christians. 

 Jesus is also in many ways more liberal 
than the far left. In saying repeatedly, ‘You have 

heard that it was said…But I say to you…’ he 
upends the long-held traditions of his time, 
establishing a new vision for the world for 
anyone who would receive it. In this, Jesus is 
quite subversive with respect to the cultural 
norms of his time. He says that traditional Jews 
and modern Gentiles should not separate, but 
should stay in community together, and that 
serving the poor is central to his mission. 
That’s all very progressive of him. 

So how do we know we’re on God’s side? 
Sauls concludes that Christianity embraces 
both conservative and progressive values, and 
that Christianity has always thrived most as a 
life-giving minority, not a political majority. 
Think about this: 

 The Kingdom of God advances on 
earth as it is in heaven when the people of God, 
loved and kept by Jesus, assume a public faith 
that includes, but is certainly not limited to, 
government. Public faith enriches the world not 
by grasping for earthly power but through self-
donation. This is how Jesus transformed 
Jerusalem. This is how Christianity 
transformed Rome. This is how Christianity 
can transform any society, including our own. 

Yes these are confusing times, and the fog 
we’re driving in is the fog of war – not war 
between left and right or black and white, but 
between rival spiritual powers. It seems to me 
that in this battle Christ does not tell us so 
much what to do as he tells us how to do it: 
with love and without contempt – especially for 
our “enemies”, desiring what’s best for them. 
He not only commanded that; he did it. That’s 
challenge enough for any of us, regardless of 
our race or political persuasion.  

Read and ponder Ephesians 6:10-17. It’s the 
famous passage about putting on the whole 
armor of God. In others words, it’s about how 
to fight this battle. It’s been noticed many times 
before that all the armor is defensive except for 
the “sword of the Spirit which is the Word of 
God”. So for God’s sake read your Bibles so 
you’ll know how to wield it!  But especially 
striking to me is that in these descriptions and 
instructions, the aim is to “stand”  (it’s 
mentioned four times in these 8 verses). Not 
attack. Not run away. Stand in the fog of war 
like a lighthouse on a dark and foggy coast.  

Yes, it’s confusing. We’ll make 
mistakes along the way. One fine 
day it will all be sorted out. Until 
then, let’s seek first the Kingdom 
of God (the real One) – 
everything else we might want 
will be added later. 

                                  Pastor Earl 
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                Food Pantry  
       Needs 
 
    The Freeburg Food & Clothing 
      Pantry’s “Meal a Month” , a 
      “Needs Menu” (donations) will 

be collected on the second Sunday of each month “Monthly 
Collection Sunday.”   
 
Needs for the month of July are:  cereal, oatmeal, pancake 
mix, syrup, applesauce and cake mix.   
 
Food Collection Sunday is July 12.  The Pantry appreciates 
your donations and support!!! 
 
The food pantry will be open on it’s scheduled dates with 
a drive thru system.  Proof of residency is required. 

                Virginia L. Lucas 
 
      July 27, 1930 - June 11, 2020 
  
           Mother of Amy Walton 
 
 
               Cordelia I. Neff     
 
    May 16, 1927 - June 16, 2020 
 
          Mother of  Randy Neff 

 
 

Hospitalized  
This Past Month 

 
                           Jeanine Eckenrode 
                                Tom Mueller  
                               Walter Endsley 

Welcome back everyone! 
 
So glad we can gather together to worship again. 
 
Until further notice we are taking reservations 
every week by calling the office  at 539-3262 and 
online at stpaulsfreeburg.org. Click on worship 
services tab, then you will see service reserva-
tions. 
 
We are taking extra precautions to keep everyone 
safe.  The Council Ushers will be ushering you to 
and from your seats. 
 
At this time we are asking everyone to wear a 
mask.  We have masks and hand sanitizer availa-
ble if needed. 
 
LIVE STREAMING is also now available 
online. Please go to stpaulsfreeburg.org, click on 
the “worship services” tab then on “live stream-
ing”. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Church+Food+Pantry&view=detailv2&&id=7A97785B30151D098A9EB5AC7C7F96B15D771761&selectedIndex=0&ccid=kujajpGf&simid=608004827244135255&thid=OIP.M92e8da8e919f5a732ef6a5d40d3f9ce6H0
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     The 

  Library 
Nook 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FEATURED BOOKS FOR JULY 
 
Don’t forget to check out Rev. Schafale’s book on the 
account of his college years in the 50s at Fisk University 
in Tennessee. A good read by someone we all know and 
love! 
 
Christian Fiction:  The Choice by Robert Whitlow - It's 
1974 in a small town in rural Georgia, and seventeen-
year old Sandy Lincoln is pregnant. She's a nice girl 
from a good family. These things don't happen in her 
world, and decisions have to be made. Ultimately, the 
choice is hers, and she is the one who lives with that 
choice for over thirty years. Over thirty years later, an-
other unwed teenager comes into her life, and Sandy is 
forced to relive her choice once more. One choice made 
thirty years before affects more lives than she would 
have ever imagined. 
 
Fiction:  The Long Night of Winchell Dear by Robert 
James Waller - Winchell Dear, an aging gambler, lives 
peacefully on a ranch in Texas until it's visited by two 
LA hitmen. They are after his housekeeper Sonia 
Dominguez, who is runner of contraband. He knows that 
something is about to happen, he just doesn't know what. 
Winchell is a professional poker player who lives on his 
ranch and remembers. He remembers his life, old friends 
and his lost love but things are happening that are be-
yond his control. 
 
Children/Young Adult:  Good Neighbors by Diane 
Redfield Massie - Great drawings and good moral of the 
story...to keep badgers out of your house, hide your front 
door with prickly garbage! --actually it’s about being 
friends. 

Non-Fiction:  Audacious by Beth Moore - Thirty 
years in the making, Audacious is a deep dive into 
the message that has compelled Beth Moore to serve 
women around the globe. Glancing over the years of 
ministry behind her and strengthening her resolve to 
the call before her, she came to the realization that 
her vision for women was incomplete. It lacked 
something they were aching for. Something Jesus 
was longing for. Beth identifies that missing link by  
digging through Scripture, unearthing life experienc-
es, and spotlighting a turning point with the capacity 
to infuse any life with holy passion and purpose. 
What was missing? Well, let's just say, it's audacious 
and it's for all of us. And it's the path to the life you 
were born to live. 
 
Prayer/Devotional:  Day by Day by Billy Graham - 
Daily insights and inspirations from Billy Graham 
with Bible verses for every day. 
"What are you doing?" a man asked the boy. "I'm 
flying a kite," he replied. "flying a kite, are you?" the 
man asked. "How can you be sure? You can't see 
your kite. "No", said the little boy, "I can't see it, but 
every little while I feel a tug, so I know for sure that 
it's there.” Don't take anyone else's word for God. 
Find Him for yourself, and then you, too, will know 
by the wonderful, warm tug on your heartstring, that 
He is there, for sure. 
 
Religion/Spirituality:  In the Grip of Grace by Max 
Lucado - How does He feel about me when I snap at 
anything that moves? When I've failed as a parent? 
Have I drifted too far? The answer is found in one of 
life's sweetest words-grace. It is God who lovingly 
holds us in the eternal grip of His grace. Our good 
deeds won't help. Perfect performance is not re-
quired. The God who made us has redeemed us and 
covered our sinfulness with His righteousness. His 
holiness is sufficient for all our sin. And that's grace. 
Best-selling author Max Lucado proclaims the grace 
of God to be "the greatest discovery of my life." And 
he wants to share that discovery by taking us on a 
journey through the mountaintop truths found in 
Paul's letter to the Romans. 

Scope 

The Scope was mailed out to everyone again in July.  Starting  
in August those that chose to pick up at church will find them  
in the narthex. 

 



Page 4 St. Paul’s Scope 

Council conducted its monthly meeting on Tuesday June 
16th with a majority of its members meeting in person in 
the ministry center.  

Heard reports from Christian education, pastoral search 
committee and Teeny Tot preschool on their concerns for 
reopening as the Covid 19 restrictions are updated. Coun-
cil unanimously voted to hold its first in person church 
services on June 21st, with following the state mandated 
guidelines in place. Pastor Earl reaffirmed the council 
that he is willing to continue with pastoral service to 
St.Paul’s amid the confusion that the pandemic has 
caused and delayed in our efforts to employ an interim 
pastor. A very heartfelt thanks to Pastor Earl and Johanna 
for extending their time and efforts to St.Paul’s.  

Yours in Christ, 

Second Mile Benevolence Offering 

 

The Benevolence offerings that you mark on your 

envelopes each month are Second Mile offerings for 

special mission projects.  

Our May offering for Family Care Ministries was 

$420.00.  Thank You!!!  

July Second Mile  
Benevolence 

Freeburg Terrace 

 

Freeburg Terrace is a 16 bed, not for 
profit, intermediate care facility/
group home for developmentally dis-
abled adults.  The residents partici-
pate in active treatment consisting of 
therapeutic in-house and community 

activities.  
  
The residents of Freeburg Terrace vary in age, but are all 
very energetic and enjoy various activities. 
 
The residence have very limited income.  They are al-
lowed $30 a month.  This money goes toward clothing, 
activities, and personal items.  The only way a vacation is 
possible is through various donations and fundraisers. 

 

 

SECOND 
MILE MISSION 

 

 Thank you to everyone that sent get well 
and birthday cards, called, and said prayers during 
my recent hospitalization and stay at the Rehabilita-
tion Institute.   
 
 The love of my St. Paul’s family was deeply 
felt.  I am healing and getting stronger and look for-
ward to returning to worship. 
 

Duane Forcade 
      The office will be closed Friday, July 3rd.  
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July 1 Sandi Haege 
July 2 Tara Beisiegel 
 Beverly Groh  
 Brittany Kaiser 
 Shane Reinneck 
July 3 Bree Bird 
 Ella Hettenhausen 
 Ava Hettenhausen 
July 4 Dustin Endsley 
 Pam Kramer 
July 5 Adam Payne 
 Howie Oldehoeft 
July 7  Andy Channer 
  Clarence Haege 
  Kristine Schopp 

July 9  Duane Endsley 
  Betty Jones 
July 11 Paige Nowak 
July 15 Yvonne Tritt 
July 16 Tami Hughes 
July 17 Betsy Clossen 
  Charles Harbaugh 
July 18 Barb Joseph 
July 21 Alyssa George 
 Rallye Lugge 
July 22 Heather Savage 
July 23 Kyle Lickenbrock 
July 24 Jeanne Hartmann 
 Billie Menn III 
 Megan Nail 

Kenny’s Cans 
 
 

WE NEED SOMEONE TO VOLUNTEER 
 

We are still in need of a volunteer for Kenny’s cans program. Anyone interested in keeping the program, may 
contact Jerry Ruhmann at 618-719-6696.  
 
 

BIRTHDAYS  

Scriptures For Worship In July  

Date Psalm OT Theme 

July 5 45:10-17 Gen. 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 Isaac Finds Rebecca 

July 12 119:105-112 Gen. 25:19-34 The Birth of Jacob and Esau 

July 19 139:1-18, 23-24 Gen. 28:10-19a Jacob Has A Dream 

July 26 105:1-11 Gen. 29:15-28 Jacob Marries Laban’s Daughter 

July 25 Matt Amann 
 Emily Kaiser 
 Connor Stein 
 Shirley Tewell 
July 26 Sarah Becker 
 Cal Clossen 
July 28 Jim Jacobs 
 Martha Kraft 
 Gloria Niebruegge 
July 29 Beau Adamson 
July 30 Henry Sosa 
 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Month+of+July&view=detailv2&&id=C588CE32C449E878247E50945548DD53027404FD&selectedIndex=3&ccid=KOdD%2bjvc&simid=608004363237330681&thid=OIP.M28e743fa3bdc1b4ba7227cb047949860o0
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Sunday Volunteer Schedule 

Time/Date Council Lector 

8:00   July  5 Brian Rippelmeyer Jeanie Stumpf 

  Scott Weber  

 Sandy Dickens  

July 12 Brian Rippelmeyer Sherry Salvatore 

  Scott Weber  

 Sandy Dickens  

July 19 Gregg Haege Nick Borja 

  Tami Hughes  

 Stan Niemann  

July 26 Gregg Haege Scott Weber 

  Tami Hughes  

 Stan Niemann  

August 2 Brian Rippelmeyer Tami Hughes 

  Scott Weber  

 Sandy Dickens  

10:15    July 5 Buck Horine Luke Walton 

 Amy Walton  

 Lynn Gipson  

 July 12 Buck Horine Paige Nowak 

 Amy Walton  

 Lynn Gipson  

July 19 Pam Kramer Karen Forcade 

  Julie Rickert  

 Mark Vernier  

July 26 Pam Kramer Amy Walton 

  Julie Rickert  

 Mark Vernier  

August 2 Buck Horine Donna Asbridge 

  Amy Walton  

 Mark Vernier  

The following is a list of St. Paul’s youth who are 
interested in baby sitting.  Please keep them in mind 
when you need someone. 
 

       Name       Age                    Phone 
Sabryn Boike         21                  719-5349 
Brittany Kaiser         28                  803-8013            
Lindsey Mank           23                  233-0678       
Maggie Matchett            17                  719-9299 
Carmen Stein         16                  539-7011  
                              

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T 
 
 
 
 
 
he Outlet will begin meeting in person outdoors on 
Wednesdays in July. 
 
RSVP will be required to VA or BK.  We will be 
starting on July 1. 
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The Church Calendar—July 2020 

Normal Sunday Schedule 
8:00 am & 10:15 am Worship 

 
First Sunday of the Month—Communion at both services 

All JULY activities are pending due to the VIRUS RESTRICTIONS 
 

C. S. Lewis  
 

On glory being pleasing to God: 
 When I began to look into this matter I was shocked to find such different Christians as Milton, Johnson and 
Thomas Aquinas taking heavenly glory quite frankly in the sense of fame or good report. But not fame conferred by our 
fellow creatures—fame with God, approval or (I might say) “appreciation’ by God.  And then, when I had thought it 
over, I saw that this view was scriptural; nothing can eliminate from the parable the divine accolade, “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant.” With that, a good deal of what I had been thinking all my life fell down like a house of cards. 
I suddenly remembered that no one can enter heaven except as a child; and nothing is so obvious in a child—not in a 
conceited child, but in a good child—as its great and undisguised pleasure in being praised. Not only in a child, either, 
but even in a dog or a horse.  Apparently what I had mistaken for humility had, all these years. prevented me from un-
derstanding what is in fact the humblest, the most child like, the most creaturely of pleasures — nay, the specific pleas-
ure of the inferior: the pleasure a beast before men, a child before its father, a pupil before his teacher, a creature be-
fore its Creator….To please God…to be a real ingredient in the divine happiness…to be loved by God, not merely pit-
ied, but delighted in as an artist delights in his work or a father  in a son—it seems impossible, a weight or burden of 
glory which our thoughts can  hardly sustain. But so it is.                          
                The Weight Of Glory 

 
 

July 3 - Office Closed 

July 4 - 4th of July 

July 20 - Pastor Search Comm. Mtg 7 pm - St. Paul’s Center 
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Rev. Earl Crecelius, Pastor 

Office Phone: 618-539-3262 

Church Phone; 618-539-3962 

Pastor’s Home: 618-539-5883 

Email address: churchoffice@stpaulsfreeburg.org 

Web address: www.stpaulsfreeburg.org 

Pastor Earl’s Blog: www.revearl.wordpress.com 
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