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love, and the gospel to be shared. Please 
grab an oar and start (or keep) rowing! 
 
This congregation has been blessed with 
good leadership and lively ministries. 
You are NOT sheep without a shepherd! 
(You do know that “pastor” is simply 
the Latin word for “shepherd,” don’t 
you?) Actually we human pastors are 
under-shepherds of The Good Shepherd 
and He’s still keeping watch over His 
flock. He called you here to learn to 
love Him, not His under-shepherd, best! 
 
So we have four more months together 
to plan, play, worship, sing, pray, and to 
do the most important thing we can do: 
be the body of Christ. Sure, there are big 
challenges ahead. Christ knew this when 
He told His flock to seek first the 
Kingdom of God,  and all the other 
things we need will be given to us. Trust 
that, act on that, and watch Him work! 
 
Finally, I know that the past 18 years 
together have made me a better pastor, 
and I trust that they have made you a 
deeper, wider, more gospel shaped 
church. The God who called us together 
then is the same God we trust now. 
 
With great love and gratitude, 
Pastor Earl 

Scope Deadline 

 

The deadline for 
articles to be included 
in the March SCOPE is 
the 22nd of February. 

Making Disciples By Proclaiming, Teaching, And Practicing the Word Of God 

February 2020 

St. Paul’s Scope 
Faithful and Welcoming Church                                            Volume 47, Issue 2 

From Our Pastor ~ Earl Crecelius 

Last Sunday I did one of the most difficult 
things I’ve ever done: announce my 
retirement from full-time ordained ministry, 
effective June 7 of this year. The reason has 
little to do with what’s going on at St. 
Paul’s, and a lot to do with what’s going on 
with me. I’m far less nimble these days, both 
physically and mentally, than I was 10 years 
ago – and I wasn’t all that nimble then!  It’s 
becoming clear to me that the church needs 
fresh leadership, and I need a rest. 
 
Joh and I will continue to live in Freeburg. 
We’ll be around, but we need to distance 
ourselves from the congregation in order to 
clear the way for the next pastor. So you 
won’t see us in worship. We’ll be traveling 
in June for a few weeks to see our kids and 
grandkids and get some “away” time. Our 
friends will still be our friends, but I simply 
must not be your pastor after June 7. 
 
I will be working with the Council to form a 
search committee. According to our 
constitution, this committee consists of three 
Council members and six members of the 
congregation appointed by the Council. They 
will begin the work soon of finding an 
interim pastor, then securing a regular 
pastor. Please pray for them. And please step 
up, not step away! There are still meals to be 
served, communion to prepare, people to 

Feb.   2 Eph. 6:10-20  Once Weak, Now Strong  

Feb.   9 2 Cor. 8:1-15; 9:6-15  Once Greedy, Now Generous  

Feb. 16 Heb. 11:1-12:2  Once Faithless, Now Faithful  

Feb. 23* Acts 23:1-24  The Plot Against Paul  

 *On Feb. 23, we begin the final quarter of The Gospel Project. 

               Scriptures For February Worship 
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      8:00 AM            10:15 AM          Sunday  
                                                            School 

January       5 
January     12 
January     19 
January     26 

87A, 1C 
88A, 3C 

      73A, 2C                               
      77A, 1C 

     

   56A, 3C 
   69A, 12C 
   55A, 5C 
   74A, 8C 
 

       23C, 29A 
       37C, 27A 
       29C, 29A 
       25C, 25A 

From the Preface: “I live in the Managerial Age, in a 
world of ‘Admin.’ The greatest evil is not now done in 
those sordid ‘dens of crime’ that Dickens loved to paint. 
It is not done even in concentration camps and labour 
camps. In those, we see its final result. But it is con-
ceived and ordered (moved, seconded, carried, and min-
uted) in clean, carpeted, warmed and well-lighted offic-
es, by quiet men with white collars and cut fingernails 
and smooth-shaven cheeks who do not need to raise their 
voices. Hence, naturally enough, my symbol for Hell is 
something like the bureaucracy of a police state or the 
office of a thoroughly nasty business concern."  

 

             

 

 

If a copy of a service is requested, slips of red paper will 
be in the pew holder and the requestor is asked to put 
your name and the number of CDs requested and give to 
the ushers as the offering plate is passed. The ushers will 
bring those slips to the projectionist and a CD will be 
available within minutes of the close of the service.  

that a tire?”  We saw a picture of him on his bike smil-
ing from ear to ear.  All of you who contributed in any 
way made Christmas very special for our panty recipi-
ents. 
 
Looking back at 2019, our average number of families 
coming to each pantry has increased to 35 per month.  
Our monthly 4th Friday clothing sales, which are open 
to the public, have become much more popular.  The 
amount of our clothing donations sometimes almost  
overwhelms us but that’s a good problem to have.   We 
still share our excess clothing with Community Kind-
ness who also help us with quarterly donations from 
their profits at the resale store. 
 
We continue to be very thankful to St. Paul’s for your 
continued support and prayers and for the use of our 
wonderful State Street building. 
 
Food and Clothing Bank 

Food and Clothing Bank 

This past year has been momentous for us.  We have 
finished 2019 with more food and monetary donations 
than ever before.  We received a huge donation of 
$6500 from the Fall Festival/Chili Cook Off, followed 
by 7700 cans of food from the Scout Food Drive, plus 
numerous food donations from other churches, organi-
zations, and individuals.    Then we added 50 Country 
Mart food bags purchased by many of you.  One family 
chose to gather food items each day rather than pur-
chase the grocery store bag (the reverse advent pro-
gram).    This family let their young children help 
choose the food items each day and then personally de-
livered them at Christmas to the Food and Clothing 
Bank.  The Christmas gift cards were again well re-
ceived and well supported.  The rehabbed bikes given 
out in December were exciting for all.  One mom told 
us that they hid their young son’s bike behind the 
Christmas tree but he spied something and asked “is  

     Copies of          
        CD’s 
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Dear Jennifer and Members of St. Paul UCC, 
 
Thank you so much for your thoughtful gift-in-kind, 
which represents gifts for all residents at Hagar House 
and a Christmas tree.  You are making a tremendous 
difference in the lives of the youth and families we 
serve on a daily basis. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alice Drobisch 
Director of Philanthropy 
Hoyleton Youth and Family Services 
 
 
 
I want to thank everyone for their cards, prayers and 
calls while I was in the hospital having my back surgery 
and rehab. Also want to thank Pastor and Virginia for 
their visits. St. Paul’s is such a loving and caring church 
family. I truly appreciate everyone. My back surgery 
and rehab went great. Came home and was doing great 
when I ended up having some problems. After two trips 
to the ER in Belleville and another visit to doctor, he 
was worried I might have a blood clot. He immediately 
sent me back to St. Louis ER with instructions for them 
to do a CT Scan of my lungs. Sure enough there were 
three floating around in my lungs. They put me on Hep-
arin drip for a couple days. Now I’m on regular blood 
thinner. I finally came home again Friday evening. 
Since then I have been getting stronger and sleeping 
well. I know for sure I couldn’t have made it without all 
my friends in the church. Friday I go back to see one 
doctor and next Monday I go back to see the back sur-
geon. I’m looking forward to a good report from both. 
 
Peggy Emery 

 
 
Thank you to the members of St. Paul’s Church Family 
who donate items to the Freeburg Care Center Collec-
tion Basket for their activity department’s game prizes 
as well as the personal care items for the residents. 
 
Recently, someone donated two $25 Kohls gift cards.  I 
want to let this anonymous member know that I am  
going to Kohls to purchase  men and women’s socks  
for the activity department to use for the residents. 
 
God Bless your generous hearts, 
 
Debbie Ross 

Missions Committee, 
 
Thank you so much with the money you gave us to get 
presents for the Freeburg Terrace.   
 
Because of it we were able to take advantage of the sales 
before Christmas and get each one at least two new (no 
used) items of clothing. Some also received shoes and 
other things they asked for.  It would not be possible 
without your help! 
 
Pat Groth  
Jeanne Hartmann 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Missions Committee, 
 
Thank you so much for your gifts on behalf of St. Paul's 
to us and to Athletes in Action.  We are grateful for your 
partnership in bringing the hope of the gospel to the lives 
of athletes and sports fans.  Your generosity makes it 
possible for us to fulfill the mission to which God has 
called us. 
 
We remain thankful and humbled by your involvement 
in our lives and ministry. 
 
Aaron & Katie Neff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ah hah! 
 
This time before I opened your envelope, I sat down and 
made myself relax. 
 
I opened it, read the letter first, and then I looked at the 
check.  I was better - no scream - no hurry - and sat 
down. 
 
Thank you all for continuing your faith and support in 
our program and work. 
 
God bless each of you and please come visit us. 
 
Brenda Crisp 
Uni - Press Kindercottage  
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Save the Date! 
 

Fat Tuesday Dinner  - Feb. 25th 
 
                                     

 
The Offering Envelopes for the following people still 
need to be picked up.  They are  located at the south en-
try way of the church. They are in alphabetical order. 
 
  Michael Adamson      Ainslee Parrish 
  Linda Baumgarte        Charlie Parrish 
  Josh & Lindsey Bird    Doug & Jodie Parrish 
  Colin Brueggemann    Stan & Cheryl Sirtak 
  Shannon Brueggemann     Tanya Smith 
  Tara Brueggemann    Christine Sosa 
  James & Kristin Green      Conner Stein 
  Gina Harding      Donna Stein 
  Sierra Harding      Mike & Ramona Stein 
  Billie Louthan 
  Lisa McDonald   
  Ray Mundlock   
  Drenda Nemeth 
  Craig Niebruegge   

              
                            Offering Envelopes 

Ushers and Communion Stewards 
For Lenten Services 

 
Ushers 
 
February 26         Sandy Dickens 
   (Ash Wednesday)     Brian Rippelmeyer 
  
March   4       Julie Rickert 
         Amy Walton 
 
March 11       Tami Hughes 
         Gregg Haege  
           
March 18       Lynn Gipson 
                Mark Vernier 
        
March 25       Scott Weber  
         Stan Niemann 
   
April     1       Pam Kramer 
         Buck Horine  
  
April     9        Sandy Dickens 
   (Maundy Thursday)       Brian Rippelmeyer 
             
 
Communion  
           Set Up     Clean Up 
 
February 26      Linda Adams     Cindy Blumberg 
   (Ash Wednesday)         Debbie Ross  
 
April  9      Karen Neff       Carol Brauer   
   (Maundy Thursday)         Cheri Emge     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIGN 

This fundraiser is to help raise funds for the youth mission trip.  To order your sign, go to mommysdesign-
farm.com,  go to the drop-down menu, select “Sign Gallery,” choose the sign you would like to paint,  and click to 
order the sign.  This will give you an option to choose a party.  Scroll down until you find “Fundraiser St. Paul’s 
UCC Church.”  (The time is wrong as it says 2:30pm, but that’s okay.)  After completing all the selections, you 
will then be asked to pay for your sign.  You order and pay online.  The day of the party, they will have everything 
you need to paint your sign.  Let’s make this a successful fundraiser, and thank you for supporting our Youth Mis-
sion Trip!  Any questions, contact Amy Walton at 604-2223. 

February 7th 
7pm - 10pm 
Church Basement 
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Sunday Volunteer Schedule 

Time/Date Council Greeters            Ushers 

8:00       February  2 Sandy Dickens Herschel Parrish Mary Wandling 

  Brian Rippelmeyer Tim Tritt Dean Salvatore 

February 9 Gregg Haege Carol Young Stan Niemann 

  Tami Hughes Debbie Ross Nanette Rieso 

February 16 Gregg Haege Stan Niemann Cheri Emge 

  Tami Hughes Kim Borja Scott Weber 

February 23 Scott Weber Norm and Sarah Becker Carol Young 

  Stan Niemann  Pat Price Mary Endsley 

             March       1 Scott Weber Dean & Sherry Salvatore Pat Smoker 

  Stan Niemann Mary Endsley Donna Smoker 

10:15    February   2 Lynn Gipson Teresa Huston Barb Joseph  

  Amy Walton Sharon Klann Vicki Channer 

February 9 Julie Rickert Jim & Charlene Jacobs Cindy Blumberg 

  Mark Vernier Karen Neff Teresa Huston 

February 16 Julie Rickert Richard & Linda Sanders Jody Vernier 

  Mark Vernier Vicki Helms Gloria Niebruegge 

February 23 Pam Kramer Cindy Blumberg Betty Jones 

 Buck Horine Betty Weber Vicki Channer 

             March       1 Pam Kramer Betty Jones Jim Jacobs 

 Buck Horine Sharon Klann Charlene Jacobs 

Blood Pressure Checks 

Date   

        February   9 Mary Wandling 

        March       8 Jeanie Stumpf 

Lectors 

Date 8:00 10:15 

February   2 Dale Fiedler Donna Asbridge 

February   9 Luke Walton Karen Forcade 

February 16 Tami Hughes Amy Walton 

February 23 Jeanie Stumpf Paige Nowak 

March       1 Nick Borja Donna Asbridge 

Nursery 

Date 8:00  10:15  

February   2 Sabryn Boike Lindsey Junge 

February  9 Sabryn Boike Paige Nowak 

February 16 Sabryn Boike Heather Adamson 

February 23 Sabryn Boike Shannon Brueggemann 

March       1 Sabryn Boike Lindsey Junge 

Acolytes 

Date 8:00 10:15  

February   2 Lauren Beisiegel Joe Pruett 

February  9 Sebastian Skaer Reese Simpson 

February 16 Owen Zobrist Alex Savage 

February 23 Aiden Parrish Claire Schopp 

March       1 Gavin Inselman Joe Pruett 

If you  are scheduled to serve, please remember that we are counting on you!  If you cannot attend, switch with another 
volunteer and let the office know.  Thank you. 

Date Set up After 8:00 After 10:15 

   February 2 Linda Adams Debbie Ross Jim & Charlene Jacobs 

March     1 Karen Neff / Herschel Parrish Carol Brauer / Linda Adams Cindy Blumberg / Gloria Niebruegge 

See Lent schedule for Ushers and Communion workers on page 4. 



CHILI BY THE 
QUART 

 

 

WHEN:    Sunday, Feb. 9th 

WHERE:  Baltz Parlor & South Entrance 

COST:   $10/Quart 
FLAVOR: Mild  
                       (Spice it to your liking at home!) 

Proceeds benefit DuBois Mission 3 Cabin Project 
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FEATURED BOOKS FOR FEBRUARY 
 

Christian Fiction:  A Cup of Dust by Susie Finkbeiner -- 
Where you come from isn't who you are. Ten-year-old 
Pearl Spence is a daydreamer, playing make-believe to 
escape life in Oklahoma's Dust Bowl in 1935. The Spenc-
es have their share of misfortune, but as the sheriff's fami-
ly, they've got more than most in this dry, desolate place. 
They're who the town turns to when there's a crisis or a 
need - and during these desperate times, there are plenty 
of both, even if half the town stands empty as people have 
packed up and moved on. Pearl is proud of her loving, 
strong family, though she often wearies of tracking down 
her mentally impaired older sister or wrestling with her 
grandmother's unshakable belief in a God who Pearl just 
isn't sure she likes. Then a mysterious man bent on re-
venge tramps into her town of Red River. Eddie is dan-
gerous and he seems fixated on Pearl. When he reveals 
why he's really there and shares a shocking secret involv-
ing the whole town, dust won't be the only thing darken-
ing Pearl's world. While the tone is suspenseful and often 
poignant, the subtle humor of Pearl's voice keeps A Cup 
of Dust from becoming heavy-handed. Finkbeiner deftly 
paints a story of a family unit coming together despite 
fractures of distress threatening to pull them apart. 

 

Fiction:  The Shadow Wife by Dorothy Eden – (the Li-
brary Nook note:  this type of book is what I “cut my 
teeth on” in the reading game.   I still like them, but 
have moved on to other types of fiction. Hope you en-
joy this type of book, too!) Part of the BLACK DAG-
GER CRIME series, the first U.K. hardcover edition of 
a novel about a mysterious spouse. Dazzled by abiding 
passion, a young British woman agrees to marry a 
handsome Danish man, but during their honeymoon she 
discovers secrets about her husband which make her rue 
her impetuous decision. 

Children/Young Adult:  Meet Kaya  by American Girl 
-- In 1764, when Kaya and her family reunite with other 
Nez Percé Indians to fish for the red salmon, she learns 
that bragging, even about her swift horse, can lead to 
trouble. Includes historical notes on the Nez Percé Indi-
ans. 
 
Non-Fiction:  Lincoln for the Ages by Ralph G New-
man – Seventy-six distinguished Americans tell his sto-
ry. 
 
Religion/Spirituality:  The Christian Book of Why by 
John C McCollister – A Lutheran minister concisely 
and straightforwardly answers five hundred questions 
relating to Christian belief and ritual. A must for pas-
tors, Sunday school teachers, parochial school teachers, 
instructors of religion at colleges and universities, and 
anyone interested in why Christians live and worship as 
they do. 
 
Prayer/Devotional:  Daily Guidepost, 1992 by Guide-
posts Editors – Go back 28 years and read daily devo-
tionals that still apply today. 

 The 

   Library 

      Nook 

Parents’ Night Out will be happening on Friday, Feb. 7th, 
from 5:30pm - 10:30pm in the youth room!  Cost will be 
$15 per child (unless you are attending the painting party, 
in which you get at $5 discount)!  Pizza dinner provided 
along with fun and games!  See BK or VA to sign your  
kids up! 

https://www.librarything.com/author/coultercatherine
https://www.librarything.com/author/lobelarnold
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Some things never change. We are born, we 
pay taxes, and we die. Fair or not, it is part of this life. 
As we move into a new year and a new decade, some 
of our dearest loved ones are nearing their end. We 
don’t want to lose them and they are often not ready to 
leave us either. But, it is inevitable. We are all 
different and have different ideas about what the end 
of our life should look like. Unfortunately, many 
people never share those ideas with their next of kin. 
Someone else will make decisions about your end of 
life care if something happens that prevents you from 
expressing those desires yourself. Take some time to 
think about what you want and talk about your 
decisions with your family. 

When a terminal illness is diagnosed we often 
want to do everything possible to slow the progress of 
the disease to extend the time we have left. There is 
nothing wrong with that. But, there will come a time 
when the chemotherapy isn’t working anymore, the 
pain becomes unbearable, the heart cannot pump 
enough blood, or the lungs cannot take in enough 
oxygen.  

The National Institute of Health website at https://
www.nia.nih.gov/health/providing-comfort-end-
life#what has information on end of life care focused 
on preventing and relieving suffering to improve the 
quality of life for a dying person. 

If given the choice would you want to die in 
a hospital or at home? Surrounded by loved ones or 
alone? How do you say goodbye? Can you help ease 
the pain of those you leave behind? How do you help 
others accept that the time has come? People will 
always grieve when a dear relationship ends. Take 
the time to have an open, loving conversation to 
share memories and mutual affection before it is too 
late.  Be assured that what is to come was ordained 
before the foundation of the world, by our Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who conquered sin and death to make a 
way for our eternity with God. 

This competition will be held from initial weigh-in on 
February 9th until final weigh-in on March 22, winners to 
be announced the following Sunday.  To be as fair as pos-
sible, this is a percentage loss competition which means 
we will calculate the total loss percentage, not the number 
of pounds lost.  Anyone may join, but under 18 years old 
will require a guardian’s permission. All weigh-ins will 
be done privately and participants' weight will not be re-
vealed.  A leaderboard will be posted in the foyer and 
only percentages will be posted each week or as often as 
participants weigh-in (option for weekly weigh-in). 
 
So join us February 9th at the St. Paul’s Center to join 
and get 2020 off in the right direction!  We will have a 

Cost for Entry:  $20 
Begins:  February 9th, 11:30-12:30pm (Initial Weigh-in) 
Ends:      March 22nd, Noon (Final Weigh-in) 

health & nutrition professional there to give some tips 
and tricks to jumpstart your participation along with a 
few good-for-you snacks to share!  Also, if our group 
grows to 25 people, we will have three prizes awarded 
after final weigh in. If we have less than 25, we will 
award two prizes to the top two biggest losers.  The 
winner’s pool will be half of the money collected and 
the other half will go towards youth group activities. 
 
*If you are unable to weigh-in on the date provided an 
extension can be made until Monday night at 8pm for 
an additional $5 donation, please see VA for details and 
to arrange your weigh-in! 

https://www.nia.nih.gov/health/providing-comfort-end-life#what
https://www.nia.nih.gov/health/providing-comfort-end-life#what
https://www.nia.nih.gov/health/providing-comfort-end-life#what
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Teeny Tot Pre-School is now enrolling for the 2020-2021 
school year. Classes are for 3 and 4 year old children. 
Tuition costs are: $100 for T/Th 3yr old classes. $150 for 
M/W/F classes, and $225 for five day classes offered to 
children 4 and up.  (Children must be 3 years old on or 
before Sept. 1st, 2020 to register for the 3yr old class. 

Children must be 4 on or before Sept. 1st, 2020 to reg-

ister for the 4yr old class.)  Registration for currently 
enrolled families begins Feb. 10th.  Beginning Feb. 17th, 
registration will be open to Church members, and Open 
Registration begins Feb. 23rd at our annual Waffle 
Breakfast. 

Registration forms will be available in the Church office. 
There is a non-refundable $40 registration fee. Including 
the fee with the registration form will secure your spot. 
Each class has a maximum enrollment of 20 students. 
You may drop off the forms in the church office, or mail 
them to 210 W. White St., Freeburg, 62243. 

Thank you,   

Teeny Tot Preschool 

Teeny Tot Enrollment 

Teeny Tot Waffle Breakfast 

Warning:  You are about to read 
Messy Ministry Moments, a ‘based 
on true events’ article from our 
own members at St. Paul’s!  After 
reading you may suffer from inspi-
ration to dust off your Bible, attend 
church more, or even open up with 
your surrounding circle about your 

faith!  Say a quick prayer and read on! 
 

MESSY MINISTRY MOMENTS-February 2020 
 

Recently I was volunteering for the church, completing a 
task that wasn’t too exciting or glorious.  I think most 
times we volunteer to support the success of our church, 
and things go unnoticed. Perhaps seen as burdensome, 
instead of as an opportunity to bestow a blessing.  During 
this particular blessing I was trying to complete my task 
but found that my partner in crime was missing.  After 
some searching I was able to track down my partner and 
complete my task. As I searched however, I ran into a 
friend of theirs who explained the delay, thanking me for 
being patient and apologizing profusely, all at the same 
time.  Now, to not go into depth on who, what, or where, 
I just wanted to draw attention to this friend, who seemed 
nearly ashamed for what was happening and amongst all 
else they were doing, couldn’t fix the immediate delay. I 
dismissed their apology with a simple, “no worries, it’s 
all good” and continued on with the task.  Later on how-
ever, I reflected on what had happened. I meant what I 
said, that they shouldn't worry about the delay, but if I 
had truly listened to their words and saw the struggle in 
their eyes, I would have seen that they were full of worry. 
I said simply, it’s all good, but truly in this situation it 
was not. For me perhaps, but not for this person. 
 
We get busy volunteering...helping... doing... so much 
that sometimes we miss the opportunity for ministry.  We 
‘do good’ SO often, that we don’t notice the good we 
should be doing.  Remember Galatians 5:13, “You, my 
brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use 
your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one an-
other humbly in love.”  After you read this, I hope you 
feel inspired to carry out the Gospel and take a moment 
to pause and look around, see what good you are dismiss-
ing. Where can you be used in a small and simple way to 
build up a brother or sister in Christ?   
 

Don’t miss your messy ministry moment! 
 

Love & Light, 
Virginia “VA” Lugge 
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Sharon Klann asked for help with monthly visits on the 
4th Friday each month to the New Athens Home. Two 
who normally go with Sharon have had to resign, so two 
persons, preferably three, are asked to volunteer (a gentle-
man from the congregation could also volunteer). You 
never know what a blessing you might give or receive by 
being a servant to one of God’s loved ones. 
 
Someone has been in contact with Mae Veile in Florida, 
who misses us and would welcome cards. Carolyn Ander-
son will soon be joining the Floridians as she will be 
moving soon to be near her daughter. We miss, and will 
miss, both of these ladies who added so much to our 
group. 
 
There is no meeting in February, so this is an early re-
minder that our only fundraiser is the Bake Sale sched-
uled for Palm Sunday, April 5. March’s meeting will be 
Tuesday, March 10, with hostesses Sue Fiedler and Peggy 
Emery. Remember, all ladies of St Paul’s congregation 
are welcome to attend our meetings which are always 
filled with love and good cheer. 

St. Paul’s Women’s Guild met for its regular meeting on 
Tuesday, January 20, 2020, with a theme designed to 
“Chase the January Blues Away.”  Blue and white bal-
loons, Smiley Face balloons, and blue and yellow were 
the colors for the decorations and the table favors were 
cards giving various suggestions that were “guaranteed” 
to chase away blues, ex., “Kiss a baby,” “Wear bright 
colors,” “Try something new.”  Lunch was soup and 
sandwiches and blue-themed desserts, which were fur-
nished by the hostesses, Johanna Crecelius and Linda 
Adams.  
 
Our program, “Aging with Dignity,” was presented by 
Linda Walcher, a retired teacher. She provided handouts 
entitled, “Five Wishes,” that gave one the opportunity to 
let loved ones know of the care you wish in your last 
days, and suggested we each complete the form and dis-
cuss it with our families.  Additional forms are available 
if requested. 
 
The devotion was based on Proverbs 27:1, “Do not boast 
about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may 
bring.” We were reminded that tomorrow is in God’s 
hands and we should not worry or fret because what hap-
pens tomorrow is already under God’s control. 

If you would like to join together for dinner and socializ-
ing at the Bull Pen in New Athens on February  19th, at 
6:00 pm.  Please contact either Dean Salvatore at 973-
8043 or Michelle Feurer at 719-3262 by February 17th. 
 
We will meet on the church parking lot at 5:30 pm. If you 
need a ride, please let us know.   
 
All widows and widowers are welcome. 

    Food Pantry 

The Freeburg Food & Clothing 
Pantry's "Meal a Month”, a 

“Needs Menu” (donations) will be collected on the second 
Sunday of each month “Monthly Food Collection 
Sunday”.   
 
Needs for the month of February consist of :  Canned 
tomatoes, tomato sauce or paste, cereal, toothpaste, deo-
dorant, and Kleenex. 
 
Food Collection Sunday is February 9.    
 
The Food Pantry appreciates your donations and sup-
port!!! 

       Attention WoW 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Church+Food+Pantry&view=detailv2&&id=7A97785B30151D098A9EB5AC7C7F96B15D771761&selectedIndex=0&ccid=kujajpGf&simid=608004827244135255&thid=OIP.M92e8da8e919f5a732ef6a5d40d3f9ce6H0
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?keywords=DINING&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ch,pp,bc


The Benevolence offerings that you mark on your 

envelopes each month are Second Mile offerings for 

special mission projects.   

Our December offering for the Hoyleton Children’s 

Home was $395.00 

St. Paul’s 2019 Benevolence Offerings totaled $5,523.00.  

Thank You!!!  

Second Mile Benevolence Offering 
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02/01 Maya Sanders 
02/02 Bryce Dickens 
  Justin Dickens 
  Brendan Sawyer 
02/03 Haley Alt 
     Sabryn Boike 
  Kent Nordhaus 
  Charles Ross 
  Amy Walton 
02/04 Cammy Haas 
02/05 Sharon Klann 
  Angie Sanders 
02/06 Gene Ellerbusch 
  Leona Parrish 
  Ethan Zobrist 
02/07 Fred Blumberg 
  Megan Burkhart 
02/08 Noella Frevert 
  Jason Gregory 
  Jason Sebol 
02/09  Jerry Downen 
  Ronald Klann 
02/11 Daniel Walker 
02/12 Nathan Beisiegel 
  Steve Helms 
02/14 Kevin Foster 
  Larry Wilke 

02/15      Troy Metheney III 
02/16 Owen Smith 
  Vicki Talbot 
02/17 Linda Adams 
  Jack Asbridge 
  Lilly Brauer 
  Bailey Lannert 
               Claudette Wangelin 
02/18 Timothy Corcoran 
  Adam Kuhn 
                Jack Emge 
  Louise Surber 
02/19 Dawn Baldwin 
  Jodie Parrish 
  Julie Weber 
  Amanda Stuart 
02/20  Connie Schanuel 
  Logan Smith 
02/21 Drenda Nemeth 
  Christine Sosa 
02/22 Don Smith 
  Richard Weilmuenster 
02/23 Jamie Kern 
02/25 Gavin Inselman 
  Barb Johnson 
  Griffin Stuart 

BIRTHDAYS FOR THE MONTH OF  

02/26 Heather Durall 
  Blake Endsley 
  Erin Ribes 
  Cole Stuart 
02/27 Jerry Ruhmann, Sr. 
  Adam Tritt 
02/28  Norman Becker 
  David Crowder 
  Dorothy Hougland 
  April Nail 
  Jill Oeltjen 
  Leslie Tragesser 
  Bruce Schopp 

The Second Mile Benevolence offering for February will 
be donated to the Dubois Center.  



Hospitalized This Past Month 
 

             Dorothy Hougland 
             Peggy Emery 
             Russell Kern 
             Judith Hamann 
             Doris Obernagel 
      Dan Mueller 
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The Church Calendar—February 2020 

Normal Sunday Schedule 
8:00 am & 10:15 am Worship 

9:05 am Sunday School and Fellowship Hour 
9:05 am 7th Grade Confirmation 

First Sunday of the Month—Communion at both services 
Second Sunday of the Month—Blood pressure checks & Food collection 

 

Feb 2- Sunday: Communion (Intinction) 

 The Way #8 

Feb 3– Monday: Staff Meeting - 11:30 am 

 Building & Grounds - 7:00 pm 

Feb 4 - Tuesday: Food Pantry - 2:00-4:00 pm 

Feb 6 - Thursday: Painting - 9:00 am 

Feb 7 -  Friday: Parents’ Night Out - 5:30pm 

 Sign Painting Party - 7pm 

Feb 9 - Sunday: Blood Pressure Checks - 9:05 am  

 Monthly Food Collection 

 New Council Member Installation 

 Chili by the Quart Sale 

Feb. 10 - Monday: Christian Ed Meeting 7:00 pm 

Feb 11- Tuesday: Food Pantry - 2:00 - 4:00 pm 

 Stephen Ministries - 6:30 pm 

Chair Yoga:  Monday & Friday 9:00 am (St. Paul’s Center) 
Mat Yoga:  Wednesday 9:00 am, Friday 10:00 am (St. Paul’s Center) 

Bible Study:   Monday at 7:00 pm (Parlor) 
Tuesday 9:30 am (Parlor) 

Quilting:  Tuesday & Wednesday 8:30 am, Thursday 6:00 pm (Ministry Building) 
Boy Scouts:  Tuesday 7:00 pm (Basement) 

8th Grade Confirmation:  Wednesday at 5:00 pm (Ministry Building) 
Faith Journey:  Wednesday 6:30 pm (Church) 

The Outlet:   6:30-8:00 pm (Youth Room) 
Choir:  Wednesday 7:30 pm (Music Room) 

Reconfirmation/Adult Bible Class: Thursday 7:00 pm (Ministry Building) 
  Sunday at 9:00 am (St. Paul’s Center) 

 
Feb 13 - Thursday:      Prayer Shawl - 9:30 am 
Feb 14 - Friday:     Valentine’s Day 
Feb 18-Tuesday: Church Council - 7:00 pm  

Feb 20-Thursday: SCOPE DEADLINE 

 Painting - 9:00 am 

 Food Pantry - 5:00 pm 

Feb 22-Friday: Food & Clothing - 9:00 am 

Feb 23 - Sunday: Wake up with Waffles 8:00 am 

Feb 25-Tuesday: FAT TUESDAY 

 Stephen Ministries - 6:30 pm 

Feb 26-Wednesday: Ash Wednesday Service 7:00 pm 

Feb 27-Thursday: Cedar Trails - 1:30 pm 

Feb 28-Friday: Food & Clothing Sale 9:00 am 

Blood Pressure Screening 
Blood pressure checks will be on 
Sunday, February 9, in the Baltz 
Parlor between services.  Come 
get yours checked. 

Birth 
 
Carol Brauer would like to announce the birth of 
her great-granddaughter, Pace Marie Brauer, 
born January 15, 2020, to her parents, Keith 
Brauer, Jr., and Paige Brauer.  Proud grandpa is 
Keith Brauer, Sr. 



St. Paul’s SCOPE ~ February 2020 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

7 North Belleville Street 

Freeburg, Illinois 62243 

 

 

 

Rev. Earl Crecelius, Pastor 

Office Phone: 618-539-3262 

Church Phone; 618-539-3962 

Pastor’s Home: 618-539-5883 

Email address: churchoffice@stpaulsfreeburg.org 

Web address: www.stpaulsfreeburg.org 

Pastor Earl’s Blog: www.revearl.wordpress.com 

Faithful and Welcoming 
Church 

ST. PAUL’S SCOPE  published by 
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
210 West White Street 
Freeburg, IL  62243 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Worship Services: 
Sunday 8:00 & 10:15 AM 
(Nursery Care Available) 
Sunday School   9:05 AM 


