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From Our Beloved Pastor ~ Earl Crecelius 

If I’ve done the math right, this is my 219th 
and final Scope article. What do I say here? 
There have been so many faces, weddings, 
funerals, baptisms, discussions, and strug-
gles – how do I summarize 18 years of life 
together? After much reflection, I’ve decid-
ed to share with you three things (!): my 
gratitude, my warning, and my encourage-
ment. 

 

My gratitude for our journey together is 
profound. Your patience, generosity, sense 
of humor, willingness to try things, and 
hunger for God has made this a place where 
your faith and mine have grown and ma-
tured. You have been the womb in which 
I’ve been born anew, again! I can say with 
John Newton “I am not what I ought to be, I 
am not what I want to be, I am not what I 
hope to be in another world; but still I am 
not what I once used to be, and by the grace 
of God I am what I am”. I am deeply in-
debted to you for being the kind of church 
where that can happen to a pastor, yea even 
to a Master of Divinity! 

 

Here’s my warning: do not get distracted 
from your job #1, which is making disci-
ples, making “little Christs” as Lewis said. 
If you’re not doing that, whatever you’re 
doing will not last. And you will have noth-
ing to share with others that will last. So 
how do you make disciples, little Christs? 
By feeding on Christ. If you’re not feeding 
on Him, cultivating His life in you, then 
programs and techniques will not matter. 
And how do you feed on Christ? I’ve said it 
a million times, so here’s one more. You 
feed on Christ by reading his Word. To re-
main steadfast in the midst of shifting cul-
tural tides and social demands, read your 
Bible! That’s absolutely essential to grow-
ing in faith, being a witness, and making 
disciples. Without that, you’re only re-
arranging deck chairs on the Titanic. One 
last time: READ YOUR BIBLE. You’ve 
been warned! 
 

Now the encouragement. There are far too 
many ways I’ve seen Christ at work among 
us for me to list here. If your eyes are open, 
you’ve seen it too. And He’s not finished 
making you more and more into His image. 
He has done it, and He will do it. Therefore, 
don’t be afraid of making mistakes. Don’t be 
afraid of being wrong. Seek Him, and He’ll 
fix that! When I came to St. Paul’s I was 
nearly overwhelmed with the possibilities and 
questions: how will I lead a church that’s 
twice the size of any other church with which 
I’ve worked? How can I manage a staff of 10 
when in previous churches the staff was 3? 
Should we build this building, make these 
plans? Frankly I felt like I was in way over 
my head. Looking back, I’d say the main mis-
take I made was trying too hard – to manage, 
to achieve, to be right, to love and be loved, 
to be a good shepherd – to the point of not 
trusting The Good Shepherd.  So He told me 
(and keeps telling me) that I can get off the 
cross now – He’s taken care of all that. He’ll 
tell you the same if you go to Him. 

 

Over the years there have been plenty of mis-
takes, failures and false starts. Even so, look-
ing back now I see Christ working with and 
through us all along. I didn’t fully realize it 
then, but looking back now I understand bet-
ter what Catherine of Siena meant when she 
said “all the way to heaven is heaven.” Trust 
that. Trust that He who began a good work in 
you will bring it to completion. 

 

One day soon you’ll have another pastor who 

will write Scope article #1. Love him, and 

teach him how to love you back. Read your 

Bible and tell him you want to grow with him 

in the faith. You’ll find out for yourself that 

Lewis was right: “There are far, far better 

things ahead than any we leave behind.” 

         Till we meet again, 
(The beloved) Pastor Earl 

 The deadline for articles  
 to be included in the 
 October SCOPE, is the 
 22nd of September.  
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Welcome Pastor Rick Mortimer 

 
 

Please welcome Interim Pastor Rick Mortimer to St. Paul’s 
UCC, Freeburg!  He will be holding his 1st service here on 
September 6, 2020.  
 
Pastor Rick has recently relocated back to the St. Louis area 
after helping with his oldest son and his family in Kansas 
City, to be in the place that he calls home.  He has 40 years 
of pastoral experience in six congregations in the mid-west 
where he has served as solo pastor, associate pastor and sen-
ior pastor. Theologically, Pastor Rick is a conservative, Bi-
ble-believing, teaching pastor who is concerned about adher-
ing to the teachings of Scripture, and loving, worshipping 
and following Jesus.  
 
Pastor Rick has been married to Marilyn since 1976.  She is 
a retired nurse.  They have 2 grown sons, Dylan and Jason.  
Pastor enjoys sports, golf, woodworking, guitar, his grandkids, 
and wife!!  

Front Row:  Taylor Beisiegel, Megan Nail, Claire Schopp, Aubrie Smith, Aidan Parrish, Reese Simpson 
Back Row:  Owen Zobrist, Sebastian Skaer, Gavin Inselman, Pastor Earl Crecelius 

Congratulations to our 2020 Confirmands! 
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2020-2021 Confirmation Classes  
 

      7th graders  
 
   Tori Forsythe   Daughter of Wendy Forsythe  
   Ava Savage  Daughter of James and Heather Savage   
   Cameron Harms Son of James and Sarah Harms 
   Olivia Joseph  Daughter of Christopher and Jaime Joseph 
   Aiden Kuhn  Son of Ryan and Jaime Kuhn 
            
         8th graders  
 
             Lauren Beisiegel            Daughter of Paul and April Beisiegel 
             Ethan Foster  Son of Kevin and Teri Foster 
             Joseph (Joey) Pruett Son of Tim and Leslie Pruett 
             Maya Sanders  Daughter of Chad and Angie Sanders 
             Alexander Savage Son of James and Heather Savage 

 

Time/Date Council Lector 

8:00   September 6  Gregg Haege Donna Smoker 

  Tami Hughes  

 Herschel Parrish  

September 13 Gregg Haege Amy Walton 

  Tami Hughes  

September 20 Brian Rippelmeyer Tami Hughes 

  Scott Weber  

September 27 Brian Rippelmeyer Dale Fielder 

  Scott Weber  

October 4 Stan Niemann Jeanie Stumpf 

  Tami Hughes  

10:15     September  6              Mark Vernier Vicki Channer 

 Jody Vernier  

 Julie Rickert  

 September 13 Lynn Gipson Luke Walton 

 Pam Kramer  

September 20 Buck Horine Paige Nowak 

  Julie Rickert  

September 27 Julie Rickert Karen Forcade 

  Mark Vernier  

October 4 Mark Vernier Donna Asbridge 

 Julie Rickert  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         The office will be closed for Labor Day    
         on Monday, September 7th  

The following is an anonymous prayer, attributed to a 
battle weary Confederate soldier near the end of the 
Civil war. It's a good reminder of how God works in 
mysterious ways for our own good.  

I asked God for strength, that I might achieve; 
I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey. 
I asked for health, that I might do greater things; 
I was given infirmity, that I might do better things. 
I asked for riches, that I might be happy; 
I was given poverty, that I might be wise. 
I asked for power, that I might have the praise of 
men; 
I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of 
God. 
I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life; 
I was given life, that I might enjoy all things. 
I got nothing that I asked for, but everything I hoped 
for. 
Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were 
answered. 
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Christian Fiction:  False Pretenses: A Novel 
(Secrets of Roux River Bayou)  
by Kathy Herman -- Zoe Broussard loves the life she 
and her husband Pierce have built in her beloved 
Louisiana hometown-especially their popular brasse-
rie Zoe B's, to which folks drive all the way from 
Lafayette for lunch or dinner. It seems like heaven. 
But it's about to become hell. A series of anonymous 
notes is making her life a misery-because Zoe has a 
secret so terrible it could leave the business in sham-
bles and tear her marriage apart. Can she find the 
courage to face her past? The first in a new series 
from Kathy Herman, False Pretenses is a gripping 
suspense novel that leaves a lasting impression about 
honesty and accountability. 
 
Fiction:  Angels Flight (Harry Bosch) by Michael 
Connelly -- The Harry Bosch books just keep getting 
better! Harry is tasked with investigating the murder 
of a prominent attorney who has hammered the 
LAPD for civil rights abuses. It's strongly suspected 
that the murderer is a police officer and Harry is one 
of the few on the force who can be trusted to investi-
gate cleanly and not do a half-ass job in order to pro-
tect the reputation of the department or a fellow of-
ficer. Also, he's married to Eleanor Wish, but that's 
not going well, since she seems to want to do nothing 
but hang out at casinos and is also resentful of Har-
ry's work. 

 
Non-Fiction:  Si-Cology 101: Tales and Wisdom 
from Duck Dynasty's Favorite Uncle  
by Si Robertson -- an interesting Hunting & Fishing/
Outdoors & Sporting/ Satire. Si's story! Meet Uncle 
Si .. .you will never see your Uncles the same again. 
A sweet story with touching moments. Duck Dynas-
ty fans are sure to enjoy this funny, laugh out loud 
satire. A must read for outdoor fans everywhere. 
 
Children/Young Adults:  Petunia by Roger Duoo-
isin -- Petunia the goose learns that carrying a book 
and giving other animals knowledge isn’t so simple. 
When her advice goes wrong Petunia realizes that 
she needs to learn how to read in order to under-
stand things. This book is meant for elementary 
school ages. 
 
Religion/Spirituality:  The Case for Christ: A Jour-
nalist's Personal Investigation by Lee Strobel -- The 
Case for Christ is an investigative journalist’s re-
counting of his spiritual journey, one that took a 
skeptic from long-standing atheism to faithful be-
liever. Supporting references and insightful inter-
views with recognized experts buttress his search for 
answers and offer readers a wealth of information 
couched in the author’s unbiased pursuit for compel-
ling evidence in support of the truth. 
 
Prayer/Devotionals:  My Utmost for His Highest by 
Oswald Chambers -- In this edition of My Utmost 
for His Highest, you get updated-language daily de-
votionals that have become an enduring favorite be-
cause Oswald Chambers used his spiritual gifts so 
wisely and generously.  
Compiled from lectures given at the Bible Training 
College in London, to nightly talks in an Egyptian 
YMCA during World War I, My Utmost for His 
Highest will lend a powerful spiritual dimension to 
your walk with God 

     The 

  Library 
Nook 

The Freeburg Food & Clothing Pantry's "Meal a 
Month”, a “Needs Menu” (donations) will be collected 
on the second Sunday of each month “Monthly Food 
Collection Sunday”.  
 
Needs for the month of September consist of:  ham-
burger helper, cake mix, instant oatmeal, cornbread   

     mix, applesauce, mixed vegetables and canned carrots. 
 
Food collection Sunday is September 13.  The pantry appreciates your 
donations and support!! 
 

The food pantry will be open on it’s  scheduled dates with a drive thru 
system .  Proof of residency is required. 
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BIRTHDAYS FOR THE MONTH OF  

9/01 Keith Brauer Jr. 
 Joyce Muskopf 
9/06 Lindsey Bird 
 Emily Kuhn 
 George Nahass 
9/09 Briar Endsley 
 Jackie Tewell 
9/10 Julie Kern 
9/11 Cheryl Groth 
 Steven Klann 
 Colton Pierce 
9/12 Tori Main 
 Leslie Pruett 
 Chloe Schanuel 
9/13 Isabella Borja 
 Terry Groth 

9/15 Ryan Boike 
 Sandra Bollmeier 
 Kathy Lickenbrock 
9/16 Marilyn Culli 
 Olivia Main 
9/17 Elissa Garland 
9/18 Nora Smith 
9/20 Paden Muskopf 
9/21 Carrie Emge 
 Amelia Rickert 
9/22 Alexis Haege 
9/23 Donna Asbridge 
9/25 Sandy Dickens 
 Rachel Hughes 
9/26 Mary Endsley 
 Brad Garland 
           

9/27 Aaron Neff 
9/28 Peggy Emery 

 Floyd Schlueter 
9/29      Susan Fiedler 
             Lisa McDonald 
9/30      Doris Obernagel 

Building & Grounds 
 

The Building and Grounds Committee would like to 
thank the 16 Outlet students and their leaders, Kim Borja, 
Stephanie Vogel, Chad Lindauer, Brittany Kaiser and 
Virginia Lugge for pulling the weeds from the prayer 
garden and trimming all the bushes of the landscaping 
around the church property.  Nice job! 
 
Our committee will meet September the first, as the usual 
meeting date falls on Labor Day this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                Gavin Isaiah Inselman 
                  Megan Elizabeth Samantha Nail 
             Aiden Edward Parrish 
           Reese Elizabeth Simpson 

 

Hospitalized  
This Past Month 

 
James Green 
Julie Heberer 
Charles Ross 

Marjorie Smith 
Bonnie Watters 

Larry Wilke 
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Council held its very last council meeting with Earl Cre-
celius as our pastor and it naturally was an emotional 
moment for all of us and Earl will be sorely missed by 
this church.  

 

Jenny Furtak as a representative of Teeny Tot spoke to 
council on the needs for fencing and playground up-
grades that council approved to meet state regulations 
and to also improve on the conditions of the playground.  

 

Council also unanimously confirmed and agreed on the 
contract between St.Paul’s and the Reverend Rick Morti-
mer, starting on September 4th officially.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  
Scott Weber  

Results from the Special  
Congregational  Meeting.  

 
 

MOTION #1 

new members on committees 

133 1 

MOTION #2 

pastoral search budget 

131 3 

MOTION #3 

amend church constitution 

 

 

123 10 

  YES     NO 
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Dear Church Friends, 
 
Just a short prayer to “thank you” for the cards, telephone 
calls, food and prayers while I was recovering from my 
medical issues.  I truly appreciate your thoughtfulness and 
kindness! 
 
I would also “thank you” to the contribution made in my 
honor of a gold leaf on the Giving Tree.  I cannot express 
enough the feeling I had when I was informed of the gen-
erous gift.  It just re-enforces the love and respect St. 
Paul’s family has for each other.  Again, “thank you” for 
remembering me! 
 
I would also “thank” Pastor Earl for his prayers, visits, 
calls and being God’s rock for me!  Pastor Earl and Johan-
na will be missed when he retires! 
 
In God’s Love, 
Billie Louthan 
 
 
 
 
I received many unexpected  birthday cards on my unex-
pected 91st birthday.  Thanks to all who took the time to 
send me greetings.  I enjoyed and appreciate each one. 
 
Bless you all. 
Marilyn Borger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Such thanks for all those who lifted me up in prayer and 
reached out during my recent exploratory surgery, it  went 
great!  I’m feeling much better and know it’s thanks to 
your love and support. 
 
God Bless! 
Virginia Lugge 
 

 

We were overwhelmed  when we opened the letter from 
the church office and learned that a very generous person 
had made an anonymous donation to the  to the St. Paul 
Center renovation fund in our honor. 
 
At first, we wondered why we had been selected since 
there are so many deserving families in our congregation.  
We have come to realize that it was a gift freely given, 
just as God’s love is freely given to us. 
 
We wish we knew the identity of the donor so we could 
express our appreciation personally.  We can only hope 
that he/she reads this newsletter so we can say a humble 
and heartfelt thank you.   
 
As a member of our pantry board, I’ve spent many hours 
in that building.  It served us well, and now with the ren-
ovations in place, it will continue to serve our church 
family and the community. 
 
Elinor and Don Egelston 
 
 
 
 
Dear St. Paul’s Prayer Warriors and Members, 
 

Thank you for the multitude of prayers and well wishes 
during my extended hospitalization during July and early 
August.  God has heard your prayers and has given me 
renewed spiritual and physical strength, which enables 
me to continue on the road of recovery. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
Charles Ross 
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It’s so easy to take our days and compare to those before.  To look and long for the 
simple experiences we used to know.  I can’t help but ponder what the young people of 
this 2020 Covid Pandemic will one day tell to their grandchildren, just as my own 
GMA would tell me stories of her experiences as a child.  We take comfort in doing 
this, reminiscing and comparing; but sometimes instead of bringing us that warm, cozy 
feeling from our memories, it awakens in us a desire to return back to that comfort and 
stay there.  Regardless of what we may wish, we can’t.  We can never go back to yes-
teryear or even yesterday for that matter.  We can look back with fondness, and I en-
courage this-but more so we should look forward with Joy.   
 

You may have heard this familiar 
quote from President Theodore Roo-
sevelt: “Comparison is the thief of 
joy.”  His words truly strike me each 
time I come across them, for more 
than one reason.  As a victim of com-
parison I know the way it can affect 
the happiness I experience.  I can go 
from being extremely satisfied in my 
situation in one moment, to down-
right depressed over what moments 

ago brought me great happiness.  I’m my own thief...and so are you.  
You see, we steal from ourselves constantly in this way.  Glancing at 
a neighbors new vehicle, watching a child’s E-learning setup, seeing 
a coworker be promoted.  Even in our own church in search of a new 
shepherd for our flock we compare.  As well, with social media being 
ever so present in our lives and the lives of our loved ones, it’s like 
it’s own pandemic reaching across the globe.  Word of mouth now 
travels faster than the speed of light!  We CAN, however, inoculate 
ourselves against this pandemic of comparison.  We can pause.  Real-
ly stop and take note of our current situation and realize that emo-
tions are fleeting; but JOY comes from the Lord.  We can seek the 
Light that doesn’t need speed to travel, for it’s already in us.  Our Joy 
can NEVER be taken.  Even better, it can not be compared!  No one 
has more or less Grace, because God abundantly pours it out onto all 
of us that seek it.  We can’t store it in an account to watch it grow, but  
we can store it within our hearts and allow it to grow us. 
 

I hope that during this transition season for our church (& our educational year!) we know and trust that our Joy does 

come from the Lord.  Pray for each other, for that is how we share our Joy in each moment.  Speak to God of your 

blessings and burdens!  Let the world know what a Christian is, by the way you live your life.  Share your spirit honest-

ly, even if it at times is downtrodden, for that’s a reality of Christianity many don’t consider.  Life isn’t perfect, but it 

does have perfect moments.  In those moments give those seeking Joy unknown a beacon to find it.  How blessed we 

are to have had such a splendid season at St. Paul’s for 18 years with Pastor Earl and Johanna as our beacons of Light.  

Now let us look forward to a new season, with unknown possibilities, trusting in the Joy that only our Lord Jesus 

Christ can bestow upon us to light our way. 

    COMPARISON DURING COVID 
 



Page 9 

Hometown Mission Trip 2020 

 

From July 31 to August 3rd fifteen students and five adults traveled all around Freeburg, Illinois helping their com-
munity and church.  Due to COVID-19 restrictions we were unable to travel to Guatemala on our originally sched-
uled Mission Trip for the 2020 year.  In lieu of that we helped out the local community and several members of St. 
Paul’s church.  Students participated in worship each morning and study of 2 Corinthians chapters 8 & 9 throughout 
the weekend.  Activities ranged from weeding overgrown areas at the church and homes, assembling hygiene bags 
for the homeless, sorting over 65 bags of clothes, visiting with shut-in members, trimming along with other land-
scaping needs, gutter-cleanout, blacktop cleanup, and it all started off with tearing down a barn!  Rainy weather 
might have dampened our agenda, but it definitely didn’t dampen our spirits!  Participants were eager to work, and 
often finished the tasks ahead of schedule (next time we’ll have to plan more...).  We hope that our efforts allow the 
glory of God to be seen by the work that these students completed and the relationships they strengthened.   
 
Thank you to those who donated snacks, beverages, and funds for our meals!  The students worked up quite an ap-
petite and they were very appreciative. 

 
Students & Parents who participated:  Payton Lyon, Elliott Crowder, Nolan Reinneck, Howie Oldehoeft, Ashley 
Beisiegel, Anna Miller, Nick Borja, Tino Borja, Bella Borja, Kim Borja, Audrey Hill, Megan Nail, Mackenzie Nail, 
Ava Hettenhausen, Ella Hettenhausen, Alexis Vogel, Stephanie Vogel, Chad Lindauer, Brittany Kaiser, and Virgin-
ia Lugge. 



     Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit, 
ecumenical Christian organization 
dedicated to eliminating substandard 
housing and homelessness worldwide 
and to making adequate, affordable 
shelter a matter of conscience and 
action. Habitat is founded on the 

conviction that every man, woman and child should have 
a simple, decent, affordable place to live in dignity and 
safety. 
     Habitat has an open-door policy: all who desire to be a 
part of this work are welcome, regardless of religious 
preference or background. Habitat for Humanity has 
always had a policy of building with people in need 
regardless of race or religion, and welcome volunteers 
and supporters from all backgrounds.  

September ~ Habitat for Humanity 

 

 

SECOND 
MILE MISSION 
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The following is a list of St. Paul’s youth who are 
interested in baby sitting.  Please keep them in mind 
when you need someone. 
 

              

 Second Mile Benevolence Offering 

The Benevolence offerings that you mark on your 

envelopes each month are Second Mile offerings for 

special mission projects.  

Our July offering for Freeburg Terrace was $315.00. 

Thank You!!!  

         Name    Age  Phone   
 Sabryn Boike      21  719-5349 
 Brittany Kaiser    28  803-8013 
 Lindsey Mank    23  233-0678 
 Maggie Matchett    17  719-9299 
 Carmen Stein    16  539-7011 
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The Church Calendar—September 2020 

Normal Sunday Schedule 
8:00 am & 10:15 am Worship 

9:05 am Sunday School and Fellowship Hour, 7th Grade Confirmation 
First Sunday of the Month—Communion at both services 

 

Sept 1-Tuesday:  Food Pantry 2pm - 4pm, drive-thru 

Sept 7-Monday: OFFICE CLOSED 

 

Sept 7 - Monday: C. S. Lewis 7:15 pm 

Sept 8-Tuesday: Food Pantry 2pm - 4pm, drive-thru 

Sept 15 -  Church Council 7 pm 

Sept 17-Thursday:  Food Pantry 5pm - 7pm, drive thru 

Sept 22 - Scope Deadline 



St. Paul’s SCOPE ~ September 2020 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

7 North Belleville Street 

Freeburg, Illinois 62243 

 

 

 

Rev. Rick Mortimer, Interim Pastor 

Office Phone: 618-539-3262 

Church Phone: 618-539-3962 

Email address: churchoffice@stpaulsfreeburg.org 

Web address: www.stpaulsfreeburg.org 

 

Faithful and Welcoming 
Church 

ST. PAUL’S SCOPE  published by 
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
210 West White Street 
Freeburg, IL  62243 

Worship Services: 
Sunday 8:00 & 10:15 AM 
(Nursery Care Available) 
Sunday School   9:05 AM 


